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Mrs. Palmer 

. 

Mr. Richard Plaſter | 


Lieut. Quan . 

i Rt. Hon. Lady Ranelagh 
Lady Cecil Rice 
George Rice, Eſq; 
Hon. Mrs. Roper 
Mrs. Ruſſell 
Mrs. Rudge 
Lieut. Col. Roſs 

John Raymond, Eſq; 

Rev. Mr. John Rake 
Rev. Mr. Rice, 

Thomas Rail, Eſq; 
Robert Ramſay, Eſq; 12 


4 
F 
* 
% 
A 
$ 
# 
[| T 
BY 
of 
- 4} 
- 5 
. 
'v A 
1.9 
7 
4. 
j 
1 HN 
* 
99 
71 
Us 
s - 
x 
. 
|! 
70 
* D 
. 

o * 
F. 
©: 
55 2 T 
* B33 
0 1 4 

q | 

* 
BE 
4 
FT 7 
4 
. 
4 
% 
75 
7% 
* * 
1 
by 
9 
WT 
455 
3 
* * 195 
5 £3 
f * 
i + 
1 
1 
bi 
41 
bal 


5 2 — 
— —— 
de — : 2 


> wa Ho I ys LF 
OED I Bn AS 3E 
n 8 — . 
2 dens Wee => age : 


tes 
3 


5 
— * 880 +, — 

8 . n OED 
3 Ir 3 
— 22 r 2 r — 
Ho 8 a on 


. 
N. _—_ - 
4 2 ＋ * 3 


* Lee Een i 
«a Es 25 
* — 
_ 


— 

— 

1 Rs 
* 


[vl 


——— 7 


Mr. Ridſdale 
Lieut. Ruſſell, of the 68th Reg. 
Mr. Roſs 
_ Miſs Randol 3 
Mr. Richardſon, jun. 
Mrs. Rogers 
Mrs. Richardſon 
Mrs. Randal 
Mr. Radolphus OE oh 
Mr. Rogers „C ens 
- 0% Rogers VNN 5 
-Mr. N f . 
Mr. Ambroſe Rodes | 
Mrs. Ravand, Bath- Eaſton 
Miſs Riggs, Bath-Eafton © 
__ Mrs. Richards | 


; ; Rt. E Earl of Se 
Rt. Hon. Counteſs of Selkirk. | 
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Rt. Hon. Lady Stawell 


Sir John Shaw, Bart. 
Lady Shaw 
Hon. Capt. William Son” 
Matthew De Saumarez 5 
JJ 8 
L Lieut. Col. Seaton e 
William Sheldon, Eſq ; : 
Mrs. Sheldon 5 
William Sheldon, Eſq; Bath 
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Miſs Smyth 
Miſs Smith 3 ſets in 
Miſs Smith 


Mrs. Smith 
Thomas Swale, EI 
Mrs. Sturt 1 
Rev. Mr. Stambury, Fell. of Pemb, p 


Hall, Oxon 


Giles Strangways, Fig... 

Thomas Strangways, : Eſq; 

Mrs. Strangways 

= Miſs Stokes, 3 ſets . 

Mrs. Smith 

| Lieut. Stafford, of the. 68th Reg. 
Miſs Seymour 

John Sephens, Eſq; 2 ſets ; 

= William Strode, Eſq; _ 
Mrs. Shrapnel, 6 ſets 


Mr. Simmons 


Mrs. Stepney 
Rev. Mr. Scot 
Miſs Shute 
Mrs. Smith 
| George Shecne, Eſq; 
Lieut. Shewin, of . 32d Reg, 
_ Lieut. Sehaw, of ditto _ 
Enſign Strangways, of ditto 
Mrs. Shelley, Bath- Eaſton 


Miſs on | 
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Mrs Sydenham 
Miſs Sydenham 
Mr. Sully © 
Miſs Stoodly 
_ Miſs Harriot Southby 
_ Miſs Salmon «© 
M.iſs Syndercombe 
Mr. Shipman -- 
Canon Southey, Eſq; 
Capt. Richard Steph: 
Capt. Henry — of ppp 
. 
Miſs Mary Standert 
Sep. Soame, Eſq, 
J PENS 
Miſs Simpſon * 
Mrs. Savage 457 
Lieut. Col. Shea, Adjurant Gen. in 
North Britain 
Capt. Somerville, of the 68th Reg. : 
f Lieut. Stainforth, of ditto | Fs rs 
Rt. Hon. Earl Tidy -. RE” 
Sir Charles Tynte, Bart. INTE 
Lady Tynte, 12 ſets | © | 
Lady Fraveleon- 
Hon. and Rev. Dr. Talbot 
Hon. Mrs. Talbot _ 
- Charles Townſhend, Eſq; | 
Mrs, Tufton : 


” Mrs. 
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= Mrs. Tyndale 

Mrs. Tuckfield 

Francis Lud. Tronchin, E 

Mrs. Thomſon 

= Miſs Maria Thomſon 

John Thuſlow, Eſq 

- = Mrs. Threlſall 

Capt. Treachern COS: 

s Lieut. Teaſdale, of the 68th h Reg; 

= Mrs. Tulon _ 8 5 

= Mrs. Thomas 

F -- 

George Travelian, Ex | 

Mrs. Travelyan 

Miſs Mary Terry 

Miſs Thorne 

Mr. Taggard 

Major Tooker 

Lieut. Thomas 

Mr. Todd, of the 63th Reg. 

Mr. Tuder, „n'. 

- Tylliman, Eſq; Engineer | 
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Rt. Ha, Lord Vernon 
Rev. Mr. George Upton . 


Rev. Mr. Francis Upton,. Fel. Ex, Col. Os. 
Capt. Vane 


Mrs, Vowler 
Mrs. Veal 
Lieut. Yew; of the jad Reg, 
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Rt. Hon. Lady Willoughby de Broke 
Kt. Hon Lady Catherine PAGES i 
Lady Wooden 
Lady Winnington 
_ Lieut. General Whitmore | 
Mrs. Willes 


Mr. Willes, Precentor c of the Church of c 
Wells” 


; Rev. Mr. Willes, Archdeacon of To aun- : 


ton 


N F rancis Willes, Efqz : 
William Windham, Eſq; 

Mrs. Windham, Saliſbury _ 
Penruddock Windham, Ec; 
Mrs. Windham 

Mrs, Wellman, 2 ſets 

Simon Wellman _ 


2 ban 8 fers : 


Capt. Williams 
Mrs. Wright 
_ Miſs Wright 


Rev. Dr. Woodward 


Capt. Williamſon,” 2 ſets 


Mrs. Wedderburn 


John Wallis, Eſq, 
Miſs Whitaker 
Mr. John Wanſey 
Rev. Mr. Waughe 
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Mrs. Whitewood 85 5 
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4 XXVi1 | 
William Widicombe, Eſq; 
Mr. Charles Woodham 
Rev. Mr. Wickham 
Mr. George Watſon 
Mrs. Weſtley 
Mr. Stephen Wake 
Mr. Wige 
Mr. Wood 
© Capt. William Richard Wilſon 
Francis Warne, Eſq; 
Miſs Willams © 
Mr. John Ware 
- Mrs. Wolen ag 
Nathaniel Wick, Eſq; | 
Irs. Webder-- 
Miss Wills 
Rev. Mr. Willis 
r 
Mr. Thomas Wallſobome 
Mrs. Warnford 
| Miſs Warnford 
Miſs Watſon 
Lieut. Col. Weddebun, « of the 68th. 
 - 
Lieut. Wood, of ditto | 
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1 ry Lucy "Wines to . 
HAMILTON. 


ARI delightful 
: Aſhley ! how relunctantly = 
5 0 did I quit thy peaceful ſoli- 
_ tude for the noiſe and Hurry of Lon- 
don. — The firſt ten miles after I 
| parted with my uliet and her ami- 
able couſins, I faw nothing but 
hedges ſtripped of their verdure, and 
Vor. 3 thought 
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| 2 The E Gore of Lady Frances 
thought on nothing but the enter- 


taining ſcenes I left behind me. 


Though my body is dragged away 


from you, my mind ſtill hovers about 


ſweet Aſhley-Park, ſometimes with 
your good (aunt, I was going to ſay; 
but is ſhe not as.much a mother to 
e dear Miſs Hamilton, as to 
her own Harriot and Charlotte ? ) BF 
thanking her for thoſe civilities ſhe Y 
has laviſhed on me theſe three laſt Ml 
happy months, ſpent at that ſeat of 
ſocial harmony. From Mrs. Went- 
worth's apartment 1 80 to yours ; . 
there I find all my dear girls, chat 
| of a thouſand agreeable things, or, 
jf it happens to be a fine morning, 
ſtroll with you into my favourite 
walk, which ſummer has ſo well 
fortified, that winter, advanced as it 
- in all! its horrors, has not yet been 


able 


which, without them, muſt have 
been tedious and diſagreeable.—At 
my arrival in Groſvenor-Square, I 
found the beſt of fathers waiting to 
= receive me; who has not enjoyed his 
= health ſo many months together 
face the death of my mother; but 
at this time ſeems free from all dif. 
orders, having a ſound mind in a 
ſound body. — Lord Ormſby, as 
uſual, all life and ſpirit, tells me, I 
_ ought to make my loweſt court ſey, 
as Lady Townly fays, thank him 
down to the very ground, for hav- 
ing put off a viſit to Heartly-Abbey, 
on purpoſe to ſee-me at my return; 
= fuſpetting I may have been ſpoiled 
£ by your indulgence, and want ſome 
B 2 wholeſome ; 


and Lady Caroline S——=, 3 
Z able to conquer it. With ſuch re- 
flections I beguiled the heavy hours | 
taking off the fatigue of a journey | 
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4 The Hiftories of Lady Frances 


wholeſome leſſons to ſet me in or- 
der.—I am to preſent his compli- 
ments to the hoſpitable family which 
ſo kindly entertains ſtrollers; and 
ſince ſuch a vagrant, as his ſiſter, 
meets encouragement from them, 
he is determined, he ſays, to try his 
own intereſt, as ſoon as he comes 2 
back from Lord Edgmore'ss You 
are a mad creature, was my anſwer, 
and muſt not expect that people in 
their right ſenſes will receive you. | $ ; 
have given his Lordſhip room to 
hope the winter will not approach = 
much farther before we are favour- : 
ed with your company. My father 
longs to ſee ladies ſo remarkable for 
their fine ſenſe and genteel accom- 
| pliſhments ; beſides, their preſence _ : 
(he was pleaſed to add) would af- | 
ford him a double ſatisfaction, as hg 


ſhould 
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and Lady Caroline 8. 5 
fouls: be then ſure of enjoying 


more of his Lucy. This tender 


compliment from ſuch a parent, 


was more acceptable to me than the 
FE moſt ſtudied eloquence from any 
other man in the univerſe ; and muſt 
= be my excuſe for repeating it.—1 
have this moment a card from Lady 
= Frances S- 
3 0 f. 3 tobe of her 
party ata ae next Thurſday. 
1 ſhall readily attend her, if I can 
prevail on my brother to give us 
his company, leaving my letter un- 
fniſned to ſeek him. I will ſoon 


„daughter to the Duke 


acquaint you with the ſucceſs of my 


petition, being uncertain whether he 
will have it in his power to oblige 
me, as he has fixed on that day for 


going to nnn, 


4 


from Audley-Caftle i in Suſſex; the 


6 T Je Hi tories of Lady Frances 


# have returned her Ladyſhip an 
anſwer in the affirmative; my bro- 
ther's affection having never yet 
ſuffered him to pronounce to me 
that ſignificant monoſyllable, No. — 
Quite charmed am 1 wich dhe 


thoughts of meeting Lady Frances, 


not having ſeen her ſince we part- 


ed at Chelſea: we were then but 
children. I left the ſchool fome | 
time before her Ladyſhip, with | 


great regret; ſhe being of ſo ſweet | 


a diſpoſition, that I loved her as a 


ſiſter, She is but lately returned 


ſeat of Lord Henry 8, \ ber 


uncle, where ſhe has reſided ewe = 


years.— Is it not ſurprizing, as ſhe 
4 is an only child, that the Duke 7 
and Dutchels could conſent to ſo 


long a ſeparation ?—to me it is un- 
accountable. 


and Lady Caroline & A 7. 
accountable. —Lady Clayton, Lady 
Ellers, and Miſs Blount, ſend up their 
names; N muſt attend them. 80 
many congratulatory how-d'ye's on 
my arrival, that I have ſcarce a mi- 
nute uninterrupted. Aſſure yourſelf, 5 
my dear, that were I inclinable to 
vanity on being thus ſeemingly diſ- 


tinguiſhed, my pride would be ſuf= 


ficiently humbled in recollecting 
that it is a mark of reſpect conferred 
on all, and which all claim by the 
rules of good- breeding, from time 
immemorial: whether deſerving or 
not deſerving is never conſidered on 
theſe occaſions.—My brother has 
already beſpoke my habit, but will 
not let me know into what I ſhall 
be metamorphoſed till it is brought 
home. — The ladies who have juſt 
beſt me, together with the Hon. 
7: 6 Mifs 


© The Hiftories of Lady Frances 
Miſs Houghton and Miſs Carlton 


are to be of our party. Lord H 
deſires, by a particular meſſage, 
that I will favour him with a quar- 
ter of an hour's audience: a very un- 
expected viſitor! he knows my de- 
termination, from which nothing | 
ſhall ever make me recede, having = 
often declared I never can give him 
the leaſt preference. Indeed, that 
man whoſe addreſſes I could accept. 
is yet a ſtranger to my eyes: how- 
ever, fince Lord H requeſts 
another converſation, no doubt with 
a deſign of entering on the ſame 
ſubject, I will not refuſe to hear 
him; but depend on it, I am re- 
ſolved to inſiſt on the prerogative = 
my father has given me, to ap- 
prove or diſapprove, as I think fit; 85 
and once more to e my denial 
in 


"EE 


* 


aid Lady Caroline —— 9 


in terms he ſhall not be able to 
evade.— 


His Lordſhip i is gone away! in a 


. ſtate of mortification, having ex- 


hauſted numberleſs arguments to na 


purpoſe, which might not have 
wanted force, had they been uſed 
5 againſt any perſon leſs determined | 
than myſelf: however, I have now 
W reaſon to hope it will be the laſt 
trouble I ſhall receive from that quar- 
| ter.—I did not intend to diſpatch my 
letter till I could ſend you ſome ac- 
count of the maſquerade; but dread- 
ing the imputation of neglect, my 
gratitude bids me haſten to aſſure my 
friends, that to be always thinking 
on them is the higheſt pleaſure that 
can be felt by their affectionate 


Luer Warron. 


Bs Lady 


% The Ener Lat Dane 


Lady Lvey Warron 70 Miſe 
HamiLToN, 


J OY to my Juliet, joy to every dear 
friend at Aſhley, If you do not 
already know the occafion, take it 
now as it occurs on recollection.— 
The important Thurſday ted . 
the ladies mentioned in my laſt, at- 
' tended by your Lucy, Sir Robert 


Fenton, Mr. Temple, the Hon. = 


. Bruce, and my brother, being 
joined by Lady Frances 8- „ and 
Lord Mitford, who is among the 
numbers of her admirers, ſallied | 
forth for the Hay-Market : : the 

rooms were full and remarkably 
brilliant; all our party was ſoon 


promiſcuouſly engaged, by kings, A | 


quack-doctors, Roman ſenators, 
— chimney- 


and 10 Caroline S—— 11 


chimney- ſweepers, and the devil : 


. the laſt tempted me with much ora- 
= tory to dance a minuet, that mor- 
= tals might ſee he was not entirely 
diſregarded even by goddeſſes ; my 
good brother having for that night 
made me empreſs of the moon: ſo 
Mr. Temple (for it was he who per 
ſonated the grand deceiver) knowing | 
the ſmall pretenſions I had to my 
= Kingdomin the upper regions, pre- 
3 ſumed to accoſt me thus freely. 
= Although I told the miſchievous 
monarch that his influence was al- 
ready too great in a world where nge 
had ſo many worſhippers, yet, like 
our firſt parent, I could not long re- 
fiſt his eloquence ; but had I not 
known him under his diſguiſe for a 
ſpirit of the gentleſt · nature, and 
much eſteemed by you al, I ſhould 
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not have aſſented to his propoſal | 
Voith the alacrity I did, —Whilſt he 
was thanking me for my condeſcen- 
ſion, a gardener, ſelecting a fine 
flower from a baſket of various 
ſorts, with a genteel air preſented it 
to me, politely ſaying, he hoped an 
offering, pure as my divinity, would 
not be rejected. His converſation 
then turned on the natuze and beauty 
of the plants he held; in which he 
made many juſt and entertaining 
ſimilies between the vegetable and 
gay world. I was very attentive; 
but Mr. Temple uncommonly ſo: * 
which I attributed to his high re- 
liſh for obſervations rational in them- 
ſelves, and delivered in a manner 
agreeably inſtructive: when break- 
ing out at once, I think I ſhould 


not be unacquainted with that voice, 
ſaid 
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 faid he. Good God! my dear Frank, 
E replied the ſtranger, this is an unex- 


pected happineſs; I heard you was 


1 gone into the country: : then taking 
off his maſk, your reſemblance 

ſtood before me in ſuch lively co- 
lours, that ＋ Was ſtartled to a de- 
gree which I fear did not paſs unob- 


ſerved Every feature, every look 


- the ſame. Lord! my dear! 1 hope 
this ftrange accident has not made 
me appear very ridiculous in Sir Wil- 
liam's eyes; for need I tell you, 
this gardener was the brother of my 
Juliet, who after an abſence of ſo 
many years is at laſt reſtored to 
her wiſhes. Had I not then reaſon - 
to congratulate thoſe. hearts, who 
never feel a pleaſure of which I do | 
not participate; or a pain, which 1 bo 
would not be the firſt in remov- 


| Ing. 
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ing. Great ſatisfaction was expreſ- 


ſed by both at this accidental inter- : 


- view. I heard Sir William tell Mr. 
| Temple, that it being late when he 


came to town, a rambling humour : 
| prevailed on him to make one in this 
entertainment ; 3. and that he had not 
wrote to you of his being in Eng- 
land, as he came over ſome months 
85 ſooner than he at firſt intended, and 
| ſhould now ſee you before you could 
7 poſſibly hear of it.— I danced ſeve- 
ral dances, but could not prevail on 
Lady Frances to join in them: about 
one o clock ſhe retired, followed by 
Lord Milford, who is very aſſidu- 
ous in paying his court to her, I did 
not return *till late, though impati- | 
ent to deſcend from my altitudes 
ſome hours before; but my inelina- 
tions meeting with oppoſition, I 


yielded ; 
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yielded to ſuperior numbers. Mr. 


Temple, who has promiſed to go 
with Sir William i into Berkſhire, will 
fend early for this letter. That 1 
might be the firſt in my congratula- 
tions, thoſe hours I uſed to dedicate 
to fleep, are now yours, —Lady 
Frances's tender reception of me, 
was a convincing proof that ſhe ſtill 
poſſeſſes the ſame agreeable temper, 
which had endeared ther to me, 
when neither ſcarce knew what was 
meant by the word friendſhip. She 
has attained the higheſt perfection 
of beauty; but wanting a deſcrip- 
tive pen to do her juſtice, and not 
wiſhing to deface charms in another, 
through a conſciouſneſs of my own 
inferiority, I forbear attempting to 


dieſcribe what nature has made in- 
imitable; ſo ſhall only ſay, her per- 
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3 6 The Hl Nories of Lady Frances 
ſion is calculated to dignify the cha- 
| . radter ſhe aſſumed, which was that 
| of an Indian princeſs, —Her hair, 
brought over her head in a large 
n ſupported the circle of royalty 
that adorned it; being a coronet of 
| jewels : the ſhining brown, and fine- 
| neſs of its texture, adding luſtre to 
their natural brilliancy. She had a 
robe and ſandals of the pureſt white; 

i richly embroidered with gold: and 
her whole form was ſo noble, that 
| thoſe who ſtood near her, appeared 5 
„ diminutive, as wanting charms to 
attract a look; while he, without 

Yu ſeeming conſcious of her power, en- 
groſſed them all.— Wherever ſne 
moved, that part of the room was 
like the temple of ſome favourite 
ſaint, to whom all reſorted without 
diſtinction: . enger did ſhe ſhun 
the 


5 
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the crowd that followed her; ad- 


miration not being alike defireable_ 


to all women, 8 e 
Having jeiſure and inclination to 


5 let you know ſome of our dreſſes, 1 
muſt now take your attention from 
: Lady Frances, to engage it for Miſs 
Carlton; whom I ſhall preſent you 


55 a8 a ſheph erdeſs ; nor can Sydney's 


0 Arcadia boaſt one more lovely. Her 
- : jacket was pea-green, buttoned cloſe 
with diamonds ; ſhewing a very de- 
| licate ſhape to advantage. Her hair 
bound with a garland of artificial 
flowers, coming ſo near to nature 
that you could almoſt have fancied 
them glowing on their native beds. 
A crook, ornamented after the ſame 
manner, received peculiar grace 
from the hand in which it was re- 


_ tained, "wy Clayton, . El- 
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18 The Hiftories of Lady Frances 
lers, and Miſs Houghton, wore do- 
mino's ; Miſs Blount the habit of a 
nun.! have already told you that 
mine was of my brother's chooſing ; 
and repreſented the dreſs of Diana: 
never had I ſuch difficulty in com- 
plying with any requeſt of his, 
knowing myſelf incapable of mov- 
ing in ſo exalted a ſphere.— My 
robe was azure, ſpangled with ſtars: 
on my head J bore a large ſilver 
creſcent, in my hand a bow and 
quiver. The oddity of my habit 
drew on me more queſtions than J 
could anſwer with propriety; and 
the witlings being far more nume- 
| Tous than the wits, by a thouſand 
55 impertinencies gave me freſh caule | 
to repent of my complaiſance. Iam 
not fond of this diverſion ; and if 
ever I go to another, it muſt be 1 in 
ets 
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Aa domino. I have faid that Mr. 
Temple ſhewed us his cloven foot ; 
he was attended by Sir Robert Fen- 

ton as a harlequin; Mr. Bruce, a 
Turkiſn baſhaw; my brother, 
Mercury, as their hirdinger, in a 
coat of flame colour, a white mantle 
trimmed with gold, his beaver 
white, wings at his head and feet, 


and a rod of filver in his hand; - 


which rod he has laid ſo ſucceſsfully 


on my eyes, that I am 1 forced to 
obey its ſummons, 


| Fridoy morning. 
The prince of the air, juſt going 


to take his flight, and ſoon to alight 

1 paradiſe, is impatiently waiting 
for my letter. What a preſent do 1 
now ſend vou! a brother, whoſe 
abſence you have ſo often regretted, 


and 
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20 The Hiſtories of Lady Frances 
and (if Mr, Temple's haſte to be with 
you does not greatly deceive me) an 
addition to a long train of admirers: 

among whom you have none more 


ſincerely ſo, than your obliged = 


JEW 


== 
- — = - 


Lucy War rox. 
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Mi HAMILTON 70 100 Luer 
WALTON. 


AHANKS to my dear Lady 
Lucy! the joy ſhe gave is 
i 105 yet ſubſided.— As I was yeſ- 

terday ſitting at my toilet, Sally came 
2 running to me half out of breath, 
= HAaying, the clevereſt gentleman— 
£ | juſt alighted from a chariot—with 
= fix foaming horſes—was aſking Ma- 
1 dam Wentworth all about me. — 
his girl is daughter to a poor man 
in the neighbourhood, who has eight 
other children; which was the rea- 
ſon of my taking her for my ſer- 
vant. Her ruſticity I overlook on 
account of her honeſty and readi- 
neſs to oblige: and was not much 
alarmed 
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alarmed at her abrupt manner ; till 
. aunt entering, cried out, with 
apparent pleaſure—bleſs me! Juli- 
et, I can tell you news—your bro- | 
ther, my dear, i is in England—how, 4 
madam ! in England 1 — Starting E 
from my chair with agility, down 
fell the table, the dreſſing boxes 
rolling about the floor: Can it be? 
but ſay, my dear aunt, is not my & 
brother below ? I am ſure he is.— 
You are right ; ;—but don't hurry F 
| yourſelf : be ſeated till you are more 
compoſed. For your giddy friend 3 
Was haſtening down, having forgot 
that her cap was off, and her hair 
umpinned. My aunt ſaid, ſhe had 
been chiding him for not letting us 
know of his arrival; but did not 
mention a word of any perſon's be- 
ing with him. As ſoon as my cap 
Was 
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z was replaced, down I flew —The 
= fiſt object my eyes met, was a gen- 
tleman with his back towards me: 
running up to him I was going to 
= throw my arms round his neck; 
1 when he hearing a footſtep, turned, N 
I and reſcued me from the confuſion 
| ſhould have been i in, at the man- 
ner in which I propoſed welcom- 
ing Mr. T emple, miſtaking him 
for Sir William. In the full ſenſe 
of the words, I came off with fly- 
ing colours; and being convinced he 
was a ſtranger to my intentions, had 
paid him my compliments with tole- 
rable compoſure, when my brother 
joined us. Our joy was then reci- 
procal ; for never was there greater 
affection than ſubſiſts between us; 
our birth commencing at the fame 
time: indeed, we are thought the 
exact 


ens ate i ne a ERS 


24 The Hiftories of Lady Frances 
exact reſemblance of each other.— 
He talks, and I believe thinks of 
nothing but the maſquerade. In 
voain did the graceful coronet encir- 
dle the head of your Indian prin- 
ceſs; in vain were placed the glow- 
ing flowers on that of the fair 
ſhepherdeſs; the gardener neglects 
them all, and becomes a follower of 
the virgin huntreſs, whoſe ſhining 
cdreſcent had for him charms more 
attractive. Shall I give you part of 
1 converſation I had with him a few | 
moments ſince? but why « o 1 aſk, 
when you are not preſent to forbid 
me? What a happy creature are you, 
Juliet, in being honoured with the 
_ friendſhip of the fineſt woman in the 
kingdom ?—I dare ſay you mean 
Lady Lucy Walton; looking athim . 
with one of my arch ſmiles, as vou 
uſed 
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| uſed to call them.— To be ſure he 
did.— Well then, my dear brother, 4 
you are certainly right; but have 
you ever ſeen her? Sly girl, he re- 
turned; don't you know that I ſaw 
her at the maſquerade ? to her face 


I am yet a ſtranger when I ſpoke 


of her as a fine woman, 1 meant her 


ſhape, air, and manner; but above 
all, the beauties of her mind: for 
without them, none of your ſex, my To 
ſiſter, can be truly lovely; theſe are 
the ornaments which the fair ſhould. 


; : be ſtudious to attain ; by them the 
E fineſt complexion 4 be height- 


ened, the eyes ſparkle with brighter 
luſtre, while every feature, thus ani- 


mated, would ſpeak the cauſe from By 
whence ſuch charms proceeded. — 


This obſervation made me determine 
Pot. 1 


to 


26 The Hiftories of Lady Frances 
to be very good; for what will not a 
woman undertake to be thought 
handſome ? but full, as I was, of 
: my own amendment, and the ad- 
vantages propoſed from it, I neg- 
lected not to aſſure him you had a 
face little inferior to that mind, and 
that perſon, for which he ſo juſtly 
a2ůdͤdmired you. At this a ſigh eſcap- 
eld him, that by its length he ſeem- 
: G reach your 1 1 
duyſhip: and knowing it would out- 
travel the poſt, I fit down to enquire 
2 if you have yet received it. —W hat, 
in the name of Love, am I to do 
with him? for this is the deity that 
muſt be invoked in his cauſe, | III 
een ſend him to town, and pray em- 
. ploy him in planting flowers under 
your window.—But now let me call 
| | you 


bY 
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= you to an account. —Granted,— 
What then did you mean by ſay- 
ing you had ſent Mr. T emple tome 
- as an admirer? had you any grounds 
for your ſurmiſes? if ſo, my whole 


vengeance muſt fall on Charlotte; 


for tis ſhe has ſtolen him from meg 

nor does ſhe, I really think, repent 
her theft For my part, I made as 
| ſure of an humble ſervant, as I 
eiuer did of a new cap What then 
| muſt be my diſappointment, aſter 
© fitting one whole hour alone with 
| him, plaiting my ruffles, expecting 1 
every inſtant when he would enter 
on ſomething particular, to ſee him 
ſtart from his chair, like one juſt 
recovered from a trance, go to the 
window, and look wiſhfully into 


che great road, and then hear him 
| c 2 aſk 
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26 The Hiſtories 0 Lady Frances 
aſk how far it was to Lady Friend- 


| ford's? though, poor man! he has 
been there often: but this love i is a 
ſad deſtroyer of the memory. — 
Now you muſt know, that Harriet 
and Charlotte were gone to ſpend 5 
the day with her Ladyſhip. Was 
It not enough to awaken ſuſpicion ? 
if you have led me into the ſcrape, - 
nothing can ſcreen you from my 
revenge, but a Chriſtian diſpoſition 
| to return good for evil.— Well, I 
muſt tell you how I penetrated far- 
ther into this love affair. My couſins | 
came home very early, yet was Mr, 
. Temple all impatience for a lon gtime | 

| before, —As the evenin g drew on, 

ſo did his apprehenſions: he wiſhed 
the ladies might not get cold; he 
1 ſaw a florm. in . piling cloud; - 
and 


d 
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and 1 proteſt would at laſt have 


teazed me into the vapours, had I 
not been relieved, and his fears put 
an end to, by their welcome appear- 

_ ance: when a few hours convinced 
me of what before I more than 
half ſuſpected; that is, of your La- 
dyſhip's miſtake, and Charlotte's 
conqueſt —On our retiring, Harriet 
and I rallied her; whilſt ſhe, as in- 

| nocent as a lamb, could not for 

| the world ſuppoſe any ſuch thing.— 

Did we imagine that Mr. Temple, 

| who had ſeen fo many fine women, | 

could like ſuch a country girl ?— 
Ohl if that is all, my dear, and you 5 

approve him, I'll engage for his 
preference of you.—1 approve him! 
Iam ſure I faid no ſuch N : 
That! is . wy have not ſaid it; 
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but then your eyes, your eyes; they 
are fad tell-tales, as well as his; and 
'tis through thoſe windows of the 
foul, that I have diſcovered your | 
having no objection to each other, — 
With my uſual good-nature, when 
I had nothing left to ſay, I allowed 
her the ſame reſpite I now ſhall 
your Ladyſhip.—We hope nothing : 
will prevent us from paying our 
perſonal thanks to the Earl, for the 
' honour he has done us; and you, 
for that conferred on me, in per- 
mitting me to ſtile myſelf your La- 1 
5 dyſhip's moſt obedient 
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5 HAMILTON. 
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7E who have indulgent parents, 5 
or ſuch as ſupply their loſs, 
like the aunt of my Juliet, ought to 
think them the richeſt gift of Pro- 
vidence.— An incident has happened 
ſince my laſt, that gives more force 
to this reflection, than any other 1 
have ever met with. — Scarcely am 
I yet recovered from the hurry of 
ſpirits it occaſioned, —Sitting alone 
this morning, I was told that a 
young lady deſired admittance to 
me, with great earneſtneſs ; 'Þ but be- 
| ing taken ſuddenly ill, was obliged 
E drink a 5 of water, before ſhe 
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could deliver her requeſt, —1 ima- 
gdined her to be ſome young wo- 
man who had ſuffered in her for- 
tune, and wanted my mediation 
with my father. This I the more 
readily concluded, as his beneficent 
diſpoſition i is fo well known, that it 


would not have been the firſt 1 in- N 


| Nance of the kind within my re- 
. membrance.— Well does Mr. Ad- 
diſon obſerve, that there is ſome- | 
thing ſacred in diſtreſs; and not to 
give an immediate attention to it is 
to acknowledge we want the only 
virtue that can diſtinguiſh us from 
that part of the creation which hath 
not reaſon for its director. — I bid a 
ſervant ſhew her into a little room, 
in which I always receive ſuch viſi- 
tants ; for people who are not uſed 
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to ſ plendor, are often ſo ts aw d 


by it, as to be prevented from enter- 
ing into converſation with a neceſ- 


tary freedom, —Reaching it almoſt | 


as ſoon as the perſon whom I had 


ordered to be conducted to it, what 


was my aſtoniſhment. to find there 


Lady Frances 8, whom 
but two days . I fa at the 
maſquerade, inſpiring all who be- 
held her, with reſpect, even to vene- 
= ration, now unattended ; in appear- 
ance all terrified, and ready to fink ; | 
her feet being ſcarce able to ſupport - 
their trembling burthen. — Unable 
to ſpeak, Ireceived her in my arms; 
her head fell on my ſhoulder, while 
her hidden grief found vent in a 
moſt violent guſh of tears.—I ſaid 
every thing Dy. great ſurprize and 


Cc 5 amaze- 
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amazement would admit of, to leſ- 


ſen her affliction, without knowing | 
the cauſe ; but was ſatisfied of her 
prudence, and that it was not 4 
common one.— Her dignity return- 


ing, a dignity accompanied by the 


ſweeteſt humility, with more com- 
poſure the deſired me to aſſiſt a 
poor diſtreſſed creature, whoſe friends 
were at too great a diſtance to pro- | 
tet her. The firſt favour, ſaid her 3 . 


5 Ladyſhip, I ſhall petition for, 


that the Earl will receive me inks * 5 
his family for a few days; the next, 
that he will ſuffer one of his ſer- 
vants to carry a letter for me to my 
uncle, who is now in Suſſex. Iam 
ſenſible, continued ſhe, that 1 ought 
to hide nothing from you, before at 


can have my title to your confi- 
U 1 dence: 


2 
l 


3 


. 
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dence: nor can the world 8 
be a ſtranger to what has hitherto 
been with Aifficulty concealed. She 
then propoſed recounting to me the 
chief incidents of her life; requeſt- 
ing I would acquaint the Earl with 
as many of them as would prevent 
her from ſinking in his opinion. 
Tell him, madam, tell his Lord- 
ſhip, that I hope I am not the 
very guilty creature, which my being 
: driven diſgracefully from my father's 
2 houſe ſeemeth to beſpeak me.—I in- 
1 treated her not to give encourage 
ment to a thought that would in- 
creaſe her uneaſineſs. 


35 


Then con- 


ducting her Ladyſhip to another 
| apartment, and leaving her writing 
to Lord Henry, I went to my * 
7 ther and repeated to him all that had 
C 6 


panes, 


. 
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paſſed, He had, he faid, heard it 
rumoured, that the Duke and Dut- 
| cheſs were leſs fond of her than ſhe 2 
deſerved: and the character of her 
| mother, which was that of a vain 
woman, who never diſguiſed the in- 
fluence ſhe had over her huſband, 
being well known to him, he was 
not at a loſs to divine the cauſe of 
this application. — But go, Lucy, 
faid he, tell her ſhe ſhall command 
my moſt tender protection: and then 
: ordered his ſteward to be the bearer 
of her Ladyſhip's letter to Lord 
Henry. This meſſage brightened 
into ſerenity the dejected air that 
before over ſpread her countenance: 
and having recovered her diſordered 
ſpirits, ſhe began her narrative, which 
wy giving you in her own words 
will 
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will not only entertain myſelf, but 


raiſe in your breaſt thoſe delightful 


ſenſations, ever ſure to flow from a 
humane and gentle diſpoſition.— 
Ho- much am I concerned! ſaid 
her Ladyſhip, that I cannot acquaint 
you with my grief, without making 
you a ſharer in it: for compaſſion- | 
ate minds are ever ready to ſympa- 
thize with the unfortunate ; and 
when thus intereſted, they certain= 
ly, for a time, experience real PRO, 
by adopting another's woe. But 
ſtill, my dear Lady Lucy, you muſt 
pity me, indeed you muſt, or I ſhall 
be more unhappy. —Having anſwer- 
ed her with that affection, which 
my heart felt for this dear injured 
creature, (injured I knew ſhe was, 
being too well acquainted with her 


worth 
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worth to ſuppoſe the contrary) ſhe. 
thus proceeded. My grandfather 
had three ſons, of whom my father 
was the ſecond. He married the 


Hon. Miſs M- 


, conſulting nei- 


ther of his n in this union; 
who were ſo very averſe to it, that 
his Grace was inflexible, and would | 
liſten to no terms of reconciliation, 
5 notwithſtanding his Dutcheſs ( 
whom he was doatingly fond) en- 
deavoured to bring about that event, 
though far from approving her ſon's 
choice. It Was not a deficiency i n 
title or fortune that prejudiced them 
in her disfavour, her perſonal per- 
fections being great; but the world 
cenſured her for a love of admirati- 
on, and haughtineſs of carriage to 
her lüperiors.—lIndeed, I have been 


told 


* 
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told the Dutcheſs received ſome 
proofs of it, which fo irritated the 
Duke, that he withdrew from my 
father a large1 income, reducing him 
in his circumſtances, from affluence 
to neceſſity, Lord Henry (through = 
that principle which has been the 
- guide of all his actions) denied him- 
ſelf every expenſive, pleaſure, that 
be might be able to aſſiſt him 
while his elder brother, of a far leis 
forgiving diſpoſition, refuſed to ſee 
bim; declaring publickly, that my 
mother's want of condeſcenſion was 
the reaſon. This, and ſome other 
reflections that dropped from him, 
coming again to her ear, the wound 
was ſo inflamed, as to make it im- 
| poſſible for the hand of time, E 
balm of gentleneſs, to heal 
When 
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When my father's fortune was at 
5 the loweſt ebb, he became heir ap- 
parent to the Dukedom, by the death 
of the Marquis, which was a great 
diſappointment to my grandfather, 
9 being of an infirm conſtituti- 
and having loſt his Dutcheſs 
bath twelvemonth, was by this freſh 
ſtroke ſoon hurried to the end of his 
own days. He left my father poſ- 
ſeſſed of the title and what elſe he 
could not with-hold from him, which 


_— ſcarcely the fourth part of his 


fortune. The firſt five years of my * 


1 which commenced at the time 


his Grace died, I was given up too 
much to the care of ſervants, who 
finding my mother's indifference 
for me, neglected the truſt repoſed 
in them. She was bond of public 

places, 


and Lady caroli ne 8 — 
places, becauſe always diſtinguiſhed | 


thus careſſed abroad, and indulged 


not of enquiring into the manage- , 


3 


41 
for her beautiful appearance. — Being 
by my father at home, ſhe thought 


ment of her child: and to the 
beſt of uncles am I indebted for 
the leaſt advantage of education. 
He returning from the ſouth of 
France, where he had been for the 6 


recovery of his health, prevailed on 
my mother to place me at Chelſea 
ſchool, himſelf conducting me to it. 
He made it his requeſt to Mrs. 
, that ſhe would be particu- 
ar in 1 attention to me; and en- 
: forced it by a genteel liberality.— ; 
Nor did ſhe promiſe him more than 
ſhe ſtrictly fulfilled, About this time 
died my ſiſter Caroline, two years. 
younger 7 
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younger than myſelf. — Had ſhe 


lived—but for her ſake I ought not, 
will not wiſh It, Here her Lady- 


ſhip paid me an obliging compli- 5 
ment on our intimacy; expreſſing 
the uneaſineſs ſhe felt at my leaving 
the ſchool before her. I did not re- 
turn to my father's till I was fifteen, 
continued ſhe, when Lord Henry 
fondly received me, and ſoon after 
gave me a ſet of jewels, which coſt 
him three thouſand pounds. — His 
tenderneſs partly compenſated for 
the entire loſs of my mother's : but 
why do I ſay J loſt it? that being a 
bleſſing I never could remember. : 
My father, influenced by her ex- 
ample, ſeemed to have contracted a 
ſettled indifference for me; and 1 
was treated by both more as an in- 


— cumbrance 


cumbrance on the family, than their 


daughter. For three years was I 
never permitted to go into company; 
and except my uncle, who would 


ſit whole days with me, I ſeldom 


ſaw the face of any other but my 
own ſeryant, — His [Lordſhip re- 


monſtrated to my mother on my 


too ſtrict confinement; and at length 
got her to promiſe ſhe would intro» 
duce me to ſome of her acquaint- f 
ance. I was a ſtranger to his kind 
ſolicitude to obtain this point, till 
her woman came to me the next 
day, ſaying, her Grace had employ- 
ed mine, and ſent her to aſſiſt in 
dreſſing me; intending I ſhould 
viſit with her that afternoon, A 
favour ſo unexpected greatly | ſur- 
prized me; and would have made 
me 
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me quite happy, had not my mo- 
ther's auſterity taken off the plea . 

ſure I ſhould otherwiſe have had in 
attending her. She ſent orders for 
me to put on a crimſon ſattin negli- 
gee, though not ſuitable to the wea- 
ther; but this being a matter of in- 
difference to me, Mrs. Dalton 5 
equipped me as ſhe thought proper. 

About fix I was ſummoned to the 
: drawing-room, and found there my 

father, Lord Henry, and my mother: 
his Lordſhip, with an air of affection 

not viſible on any other countenance, 
called me dear good girl; ſee hos 
ther, ſee ſiſter, leading me to them, 
how your condeſcenſion has made 
her eyes ſparkle with gratitude. Her 
Gtace looked at me in a manner 
5 chat made: me tremble. In my agi- 
tation 


1 
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tation 1 dropped down on one knee, 
took her hand and put it to my lips; 
being ſo much affected by her un- 
kind filence, that J felt the tears 
falling in a ſhower on my face.— 
YEW does the girl mean? ſaid my 
mother; £7 this indulgence ſpoils 5 
| her, — Indeed, brother, you per- 
ſuade me to take a wrong method. 
-o, madam, walk back to your 
apartment; I ſhall not carry you 
abroad to expoſe me. I replied not, 
but went ſobbing from the room; 
my father leſt it with emotion; my 


uncle, in a whiſper, begged me to 


be compoſed ; and the coach drove 
away without * meſſage ſent 


: 2 


I ſhall now finiſh this inks, 1 but : 
N wil begin another to ſend with it, 
$a being | 
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being aſſured you are as full of cu- 
rioſity, as was your affection- 


as 
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4 — 2 33 


Loh Lucy Warron, in con- 
 tinuation, 
4 
TT is impoſſible to deſcribe, pur- 
= © ſued Lady Frances, the agony of 
3 8 * — in which I found my mother, 
= on being ordered to attend her the 
next morning. — At firſt it would 
W not give her leave to tell me in what 
= I had offended ; at length, with ſe- 
= verity, ſhe ſaid I had expoſed bar 
= to my father and uncle, who ac- 
= cuſcd her of being the cauſe of my 
3 ready tears : but they ſhall both 
know, continued ſhe, notwithſtand- 
W ing their preſumption in attempting 
it, that my authority is not to be 
= interfered with. Go then, you au- 
dacious 
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dacious girl, frowning on me; nor £ 
thus let your tears low where they 
will be diſregarded, 1 would, with | 
the utmoſt ſubmiſſion, have cleared 
my innocence; but obſerving that I 
did not immediately quit her pre- 
ſence, ſhe aſked with impetuoſity, | 
whether her commands were to be 
diſputed by all who owed her their 
obedience: and putting me from the 
door, puſhed it after me —lt was a 
ſmall alleviation to my concern, on 

| this treatment, to find that my father 
had ſpoke of me with ſome regard; 
though too certain that the deſired 
effect would not accrue from it, as 
he never acted contrary to my mo- 
ther's inclinations; 3 from which 1 
had now nothing to expect. When 
I thought of her unkindneſs, it 
„Was 


Q. wo. | 
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Was a dagger to my heart, that 
1 deeply wounded it; and muſt have 

been the deſtroyer of my peace, had 
not my affairs taken a turn, ſudden 


as agreeable, —One morning, while 


I was employing myſelf with my 
= pen, Lord Henry entered the room, 


In his looks ſat marks of innate 


latisfaction, that brightened his whole 
aſpect. Seating himſelf by me, he 


enquired what had been the ſubject 


= of my contemplations : : my ſerious 
air, he ſaid, | beſpoke me in a hu- 
mour to indulge them. I only 
= ſighed. Why that ſigh, my dear? 
; why ſuch tokens of deſpondence ? 
Indeed, my dear uncle, I have not 
. b deſponded: and to convince you of 
t, ſee the power 1 invoke, giving 
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him this ſcroll, which I had 1 
been wang 


1 ; 

obus Hope, thou kind Perle. : 
5 five „„ TT, 1 
Apply thy gentle art; = Y 


Oh, hither haſte, with thy ſoft aid, 


To heal my recent ſmart, 
: II. 


A ſmart, which nothing, can allay, 


| Should'ft thou diſdain to prove 

3 Thy ſoothing powr r which all obey, i 
And by its cctates move. 

With grief, and all her train ifs cares, 5 . 


With dire misfortune prefs'd ; 


Thee I invoke, to quell my fears, 
And ſmooth my ruffled breaſt, 
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IV. 
To thy firſt dawn with j Joy 1 field, 
Thy ſwift advances meet; z 


Each anxious thought my mind has 
fill'd, 
n Jay beneath thy feet. 
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5 Pleas'd with my adoration paid, 
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She comes, ſent from above; "T8 
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In all her native charms array d, 
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And ſmiles of chearing love. 
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UI Lo! on my fight ſhe ſheds her beams, 
„ And lights my darken'd foul; 
= A chearful proſpect gaily gleams, 
| And beauty fills the whole, 
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„ 

Misfortune's train was chac'd away; | 
They fled at ſight of Hope, 1 _ 
My ſoul ſeemed breaking! into 85 _— 
As thus the power ſpoke,— 
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£ < 0 bende chy plaints, nor breathe a care; 
” Content ſhall dwell with thee ; ; 
N "Tis ſhe muſt baniſh ev 'ry fear, 


* Who comes inſpir'd by me.” 


* 


- I bow, and own in grateful ſenſe, 


The happy change I find, 


Since warn'd by her ſweet influence, 


She deigns to rule my mind. 
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My uncle was moved by theſe 
lines, even to a womaniſh ſoftneſs ; 
many a melting witneſs fell as be 
peruſed them: then taking me in 
his arms, yes, my Fanny, content 
ſhall ever be the companion of your 
ſoul, if it be in the power of my 5 
tenderneſs and fortune to procure it 
for you. Theſe expreſſions, and 
the paternal careſſes with which they 
were accompanied, awakened! in my 
memory what I wiſhed not to recol- 
lect: and it was with unſpeakable 
agitation thatthoſe wordseſcaped me; 
O my dear, dear uncle! why will 
not my own father, why will not 
my own mother love me as you do! 
hey do, they muſt love you, he 
replied ; time, which reveals all 
ings, will _— one day prove 
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I have prevailed on them to 


t that I ſhall take my dear 


girl with me into Suſſex ; of my 


houſe there, from this time think 
yourſelf ; intire miſtreſs, as well as of 
your own actions; and to propoſe 
this to you did I come to your apart- 
ment —Though all I could ſay was 
too faint to ſpeak the ſenſe I had * 
his goodneſs, he aſſured me it was 
5 more than I owed him; being am- 
plwKkV paid by my ready acquieſcence 
= with his propoſal,— : 
5 6 few days all was in order for 
. my departure; about an hour be- 
fore it, my mother ſent for, and 
received me with more good hu- 
mour than I could expect; called 
me her dear, and faid, if I conti- 


: nued to * Lord Henry, 1 ſhould 
remain 


and Lady Caroline $— * 
remain at Audley-Caſtle as hag as 
it was agreeable to him. I begged 
1 might be permitted to fee my fa- 

ther; but this her Grace thought 
proper to refuſe me; ſlightly ſaying, 
he was from home; though that 


inſtant he paſſed by the window in- 
to the gardens. Hler Grace was 


confuſed, but took no notice ſhe 
had obſer ved him; and to prevent 5 
me from renewing my requeſt, pro- 
poſed engaging him to viſit my uncle, : 


2' whilſt J was with him. 5 perceiv- 


ed the was averſe to my ſeeing him, 
| and that it would be i in vaing was I 
to urge my ſuit farther; ſo I drop- 
xz ped it, contenting myſelf with 
Z thanking my mother for her promi- 
ſed favour; and ſo taking my leave = 
Y of her, as did Lord Henry, we pro- 
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ceeded on our journey,—Being ar- 
rived, and driving up the avenue, 
an elderly lady came down a walk 
leading from the caſtle, who ſtop- _ 
ped as ſoon as ſhe ſaw us. I aſked 

my uncle if he knew her, and whe- 
ther ſhe belonged to that neighbour- 
hood : he ſmiled, but without an- 
ſwering drew in the firing, being 1 
1 very near her. She approached to- 
| wards us, and the manner in which 
ſhe welcomed my uncle, convinced . 
me they were no ſtrangers to each 
bother. My ſurprize increaſed, when, 
on ſtepping from the coach, he took 
| my hand and led me to her.— This, 
madam, ſaid he, is the niece you 

: have ſo often heard me mention ; ; 1 
I ſhall now be more happy, as ſhe. 
muſt be perfectly ſo, in your friend- 
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mig and affection. —To you, my 
dear Fanny, I preſent Mrs. Worthley, 


as a lady 5 highly eſteem, who 


does me the honour to meet you 


l here. Look on her as a mother ; 5 
the has promiſed to receive you in 
that light.— Having ſaluted me with 


an air free from reſtraint, and per- 


fectly engaging, ſhe replied, now 
my Lord, you give me a pleaſing 
opportunity of paying ſome of thoſe 
y immenſe debts of tenderneſs, which EE 
b I have been ſo long contracting at 
5 your Lordſhip's expence, — | There 
Was a fixed melancholy imprinted 5 
on her face, which I imagined pro- -_ 
N ceeded from the heart; but her con- 
Y verſation was chearful, eaſy, and 
5 | Entertaining, = — 80 many beauties 
diſcovered themſelves 1 in it, that ina 
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few hours I could account for my 
_ uncle's admiration of her; though 
not by what means he became ac- 
quainted with her worth. His be- 
haviour to her the whole time ] re- 
mained at Audley-Caſtle, was re- 
ſpectful and affectionate; and he 
conſulted her on all his affairs, whe- 
. ther trivial, or of moment. When 
ſhe could not be excuſed from giv- 
ing her opinion, he was always ſure 
to find it adapted to his own incli- 
nations. — The morning after we 
came down, fitting alone with her 
in the library, and looking over the 
collection of books, I opened a vo- 
: lume of Mr. Pope's works ; on 


the outer leaf of which was wrote, 


mn a fine Italian hand, Sophia 


Worthley. . madam, J ſup- 
poſe. 


A" 
ws 


| poſe | is your name? putting the book 
into her hand. She fixed her eyes 
on it, for ſome minutes, as if quite 
loſt in thought, and after a ſhort 
pauſe, your Ladyſhip is right, ſaid 
ſhe; it is; B; and is alſo that of a 
+ daughter I was once poſſeſſed of. 
1 1 apologized for having given birth 
to reflections, which I too late faw 
had cauſed her pain.— The moſt 
pleaſing that can be, replied ſhe, 
unable to check a riſing figh : they 
bring to my memory a child, which, 
whilſt I exiſt, will be its chief de- 
= light. My fondneſs for her can 
never leſſen; though ſhe has long 
| fince been inſenſible to its effects. 
| She then told me I ſhould know the 
| vaſt obligations ſhe was under to 
Lord Henry. But this account has 
EE ſuch 
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ſuch connection with what I ſhall 
farther relate of my own affairs, that 
it will be quite neceſſary for you to 
ſee the manuſcript 1 have now 
with me, wrote in her own words : '% 
for I found ſo many fine ſentiments 
inter ſperſed in it, which could not 
fil of being both inſtructive and 
amuſing, that fearing 1 might not | 
be able to retain them all, as ſoon 
as ſhe had concluded, 1 committed 
the ſtory to writing, 


So now, my dear Miſs Hamilton, 


. and my other charming companions, ; 
ſhall foon fend Mrs. Worthley's 
narrative: after which you ſhall 
have the continuation of Lady Fran- 
ces's. My brother ſet out for Heart- 
Iy-Abbey laſt Friday; he propoſes 
ſtaying but a few nen is 
ES juſt | 
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juſt brought me that her Ladyſhip | 
is in her drefling-room. That I may 
bid her good-morrow, I haſten to 
ſubſcribe myſelf 15 
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Luer Warrox. | 
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Mi 5 HAMILTON 70 Lady Luer 


War rox. 


2 18  impoſible to tell, my deer 
Lady Lucy, how much we all 


commiſerate the unmerited treat- 


ment Lady Frances has experienced 2 
from her worthleſs (it pains me to 
call her) mother. Can nature pro- 5 
duce another ſuch blot, in all its 


works, as a parent looking with en- 


vy on her own daughter! for this, 
I am perſuaded, is the ſpring, by : 
which her actions have been moved. 5 
What ravages will not paſſion 5 


make! like the waves of the ſea, 


When violently agitated, it wrecks 
. every thing that fails on its boſom; 


and « carries away all that oppoſes its 


Faun: 


8 
"=P 

oe ö 
3 
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paſſage. How frightfully does it 
look, boiling and red with anger! 
how beautiful when ſubſided! In 
the glaſſy mirror is reflected the 
Waving trees, high hills, and gilded 2 
E palaces, that ſurround its borders.— 
| Who that ſees thoſe charming ob- 
| jets, could imagine that one guſt of 
wind will in a moment ariſe, and 
ouerſet the gay veſſel, whoſe ſilken 
| ſtreamers 1 in proud triumph ſweep 
| the water ?—Methinks I now ſee 
Lady Frances ſtanding before her 
enraged mother; whoſe beauty is 
1 changed into deformity, by envy, 
the worſt of all paſſions, whilſt the 
innocent object of her rage ſtands 
BH trembling at it. As to the Duke, I 
= have no patience with him: his | 
| blind obedience (ally I was going 9 
term 
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term it) is the only motive he can 
| have for a cruelty ſcarcely to be pa- 


rallelled.— What a mortifying cir- 


cumſtance, that I am obliged to 
leave your Ladyſhip for a few hours, 
to aſſiſt my aunt in entertaining Miſs | 
Shaw, Miſs Hudſon, Miſs Sable, 1 
Mr. Freeman, and Mr. Bloomer; 
who, without a meſſage, are drop- 
ped in upon us. I diſlike the whole 
clan, except Mr. Freeman. — Com- 
ing, dear madam; one word more, 
and I attend you. My aunt is gone . 
to them ; 5 1 muſt follow, — 


Jaſt chraped, with no other in- 


conveniency than Aa flight head-ach; 
but cannot put the tower of Babel 
from my thoughts, having fancied 

myſelf at the . of it three 


hours, 
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our . 


5 Now voices over voices riſe, 
Whilſt each to be the loudeſt : vies. 
They contradict, affirm, diſpute, 


No ſingle tongue one moment mute. 
All mad to ſpeak, and none to hearken, 


They ſet the very lap- dog barking. 


Hours. The confuſion of voices 
ſtill rings in my ears. It was ſo 
great, that I was often compelled to 
a impoſe filence on your talkative Ju- : 
liet, in complaiſance to the compa= 
ny, who ſeemed determined to be 
Peard. My couſins, Mr. Temple, 5 
and my brother, were gone out on 
a walk; ſo that the whole inunda- 
3 = tion of news and nonſenſe fell upon 
I me. Had Swift been preſent, I could 
1 have ſworn he made theſe lines at 
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Your Ladyſhip muſt know, that 
I am a very ſpiteful. creature; and 
further, that ſuch a vein is always | 
ready to ſhew itſelf. To make this : 
truth the plainer, 1 am reſolved to 
give you a little of our afternoon' 5 
converſation, that you may ſaff 
from a repetition of it, as I have 
done from hearing it —Suppoſe me 
then, on being told I was to appear 
before ſo great a beau as Mr. Bloom- 
er; ſuppoſe me, I ſay, ſtanding at 
a large pier-glaſs, ſcanning over my 
| dreſs from top to toe; becauſe [ 
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j knew, if any thing, this would en- 
ll gage his attention. Being now tole- 1 
| rable in my own eyes, though 1 
| fear not in his ; for very ſeldom did 


he glance Wem by me, except to 
be them ona glaſs, f full as com- 
2 ” municative 
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municative as that I had juſt left, 


which exhibited his whole fine, 


very fine figure. — But ſtay; let 
me 8⁰ on in order. Will. opens 
the drawing - room door, and I 
enter with one of my loweſt ſe- 
micircular court'ſies. Proper com- 
pliments returned, ſurprizing com- 
ments are made on the roads and 
weather: after which, we have 


: the particular circumſtances of the 
5 mis fortune poor Miſs Sable had like 
| to have met with, of ſpraining her 


ancle i in ſtepping from her chariot, 
had not the aſſiſting arm of Mr. 


Bloomer prevented it. Now, won- 


derful to tell ! filence had near half 
a moment enſued, when all the la- 
dies, in one voice, queſtioned me if 
1 had heard the vaſt news None 


that : 


68 The Hiſtories of Lady Frances 
that I remembered, ſince I had laſt 
the pleaſure of ſeeing them. — O lud! 
Miſs Hamilton, have you not heard 
of a very ſtrange wedding! Again 
1 anſwered in the negative. — Well 
then, what think you of Mr. Loyd's 
being caught at laſt ? abſolutely | ſo, 
and by an old woman too: the on- 
bo ly thing that can be ſaid for him, 
s her fortune, — Indeed, madam, 
. haſtily replies Miſs Sable, (trying in 
vain at a look of indifference) I ſee 
a no reaſon Why ſhe ſhould be ridi- 
1 8 eulec for her age, if her perſon 


| Was but tolerable. — Lord, Miſs 
= Sable! continues the other, you are 


a woman can be tolerable, who is 
| turned of forty.— Fhough the red 
1 on Miſs Sable's cheeks was not a 
= e Wile 


. 
| talking of impoſfibilities; to ſuppoſe 
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little heightened, ſhe declared with 
the ſame degree of compoſure, 
(thanking her God) that though ſhe 
was not come to an age for ſuch in- 
ſinuations to affect her; yet ſhe had 
ſeen many people at forty, more ad- ; 
| mired than thoſe that were young- 
er - directing this ſarcaſm to her 


adverſary, by a ſignificant nod, and 


BY whiſper to Miſs Shaw, who ſat 
next ber, — - The company dividing 
into parties, 1 began to fear a pitch- 
dd battle; 

| = * 1 made an unſucceſsful its... 


tempt to give the converſation a dif- 
ferent turn. 


ſo to avoid the deſtructiort 


I fay unſucceſsful ; for 
Mr. Bloomer, who had till then 
fat i in ſilent admiration of his own 


| ſweet perſon, now ſtarted from his 


chair, and prevented my delign ; by 
renewin 8 


7” The Hiſtories of Lady Frances 
renewing it with all the ſpirit of a 


enpa—rgpooo_pr a On Am WS SIS AA AS Hee 


coxcomb.— He placed himſelf front- 


ing the ladies, his back to the fire, 
exalted on his tip- toes; one hand 
in his waiſtcoat pocket, the other 
diſplayed with exquiſite judgment 
to aſſiſt his oratory, and ſhew to the 
beſt advantage a fine brilltant that 
ſparkled on his little finger. Had 
Cicero been going to harangue us, I 
much queſtion whether he would 
have commanded half the attention 
or applauſe which Mr. Bloomer 
7 gained, by his extraordinary atti- 
tude, and more extraordinary ad- 
05 dreſs —By gad! I am ſorry, very 
ſorry my friend Tom has expoſed 
| himſelf, by his egregious folly: I 
thought him a man of better taſte! 
80 many fine young ladies, (bow- 


ing 
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ing to thoſe eee "Mm crea- 
ture he has married looks as if taken 
from the old fellow's ark, that I heard 
= parſon what d'ye call him ſpeak of. 
Ehen venturing to laugh, or ra- 
$ ther ſimper, without diſcompoſing 
thoſe features he had been ſo long 

ſettling i in the glaſs, he pronounced 
her noſe to project two inches at the 
top ; and was proceeding with the 
© deſcription of her face, when Miſs 
. Hudſon interrupted him, with—and 
Z I have been told, Sir, (turning her 
| eyes firſt on Miſs Sable, then on the 
| y beau) that ſome of her teeth have 
given her the flip, and _ 
are ſupplied with artificial ones.— 
| ; Well, poor woman! replies Miſs 

; Shaw, I think ſhe has the worſt of 
— | I | the bargain 3 ; I believe no one will 
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envy her happineſs ; ; his character 
prevents that.— I wonder what ſhe 
could think of herſelf! adds Miſs 


Sable; I would not have married 85 


- ſuch a wretch for the world, Dear 


Miſs Hamilton, what a lucky eſcape = 
we have all had. — I faid, I never 
 faw room for thinking I had made 
an eſcape, till T had been in danger; : 


which I never was from Mr, Loyd: 


that, as to his character, I imagined | 
it to be extreamly good, from his 
intimacy with the ladies.— All thoſe 
who were preſent, declared they | 
ſhould drop his acquaintance, now 
5 they knew what ſort of a man he 5 
was. — When Mr. Freeman, with 
his uſual good- nature, for which you 


have ſo often admired him, took up 


ie cauſe of his friend, ſaying, he 


= 


Wen! 
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had known him more than ten years, 

in which time he had not diminiſh- 
ed his eſteem for him, by the leaſt 

action unworthy the gentleman, 

and man of honour. That the ſtep 

be had now taken was a prudent 

one; and without doubt he had 

: found perfections in the mind of his = 

; wife, ſufficient to compenſate for 

| thoſe deficiencies in her. perſon, 

' which Mr. Bloomer s penetration 

! ' had diſcovered, — To my great ſa- 

. tisfaction he went on thus, uninter- | 

5 rupted : perhaps I may take an im- 

; proper liberty in what I ſhall fur- 

ther ſay; but my regard for the la- 
dies, and the freedom with which 

I always ſpeak my ſentiments, muſt | 

excuſe it. Tis not an obſervation of 

my own, but a general one, that 

Vor. I. E your 


- 
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your ſex ought to be very cautious 
in condemning the characters of 


ours; becauſe it is not conſiſtent 
Vith their delicacy to enquire into 
them, unleſs they propoſe particular 
In ſuch caſes, every 
woman has a right to do it, in or- 
der to prevent her from being in 
the power of a man, who may, by 
a ſpecious appearance, lead her into 
miſery, if not timely detected: but 
for a common acquaintance, let his 
character be as black as it is poſſible 
for vice to make it, yet he will, 
for his own lake, when i in company 
with women of virtue and modeſty, 
to ſhock neither, 
Should he ever deviate from this 
rule, more neceſſary to ſociety | than Ry 
any other, I would adviſe her not 
| 26. 


connexions. 


behave fo as 


"XJ 
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to give him a ſecond oppotiunity, 
by admitting him again to her con- 
verſation. A light or indelicate ex- 
preſſion, being a real inſult, ought to 
be treated as ſuch; but this ſnould 
be the method of ſhewing her reſent- 


ment; for were ſhe to attempt ex- 


* poſing him, whether with or with- 


| out reaſon, ſhe may be aſſured he 
| will ſtick at nothing till he has com- 
N pleated his revenge, if truth or in- 
. vention can furniſh him with the 
means. am not ſpeaking with re- 
gard to Mr. Loyd, continued he, 


knowing him to be the reverſe f 


| the perſon deſcribed ; but with an 
intention for you to ſee what re- 
3 vengeful creatures we are, when 
| provoked. — This was the firſt ſa- 
1 tyrical thing I ever heard from the 
vl „ lips 
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lips of Mr. Fi reeman; but I coule 


ſee he was diſpleaſed with the af- 
perſions caſt on his friend's character; 


and that his reſentment of them had 


called from him theſe obſervations, 


which though rather ſevere, becauſe 
ſo ſoon delivered after the ladies 
had made their remarks, I muſt yet 
own were extreamly juſt, — This, 
however, put an entire end to all 


| refloctions on the new married cou- 


5 ple: but ſcandal, like the _ 
head, was no ſooner lopped off in 
one place, than it ſprouted up in 
another, with greater vigour ; ; of. 
which, ſhould not this be a ſuffici- 
ent ſpecimen, let me know, and 
you ſhall have the remainder i in my 
next. 


My 


3 
* 


4 
-F 
4 2 
pb 47 
E 
I 
* 
- 2 
1 
2 
2 
* 
E 
. 
L * 
. 
* 
- »Bv 
N 
. 
. 
> 
N 


and Lady Caroline S—, 77 
My brother and Mr. Temple in- 


tend ſetting out for town to- mor- 
row, and will wait on your Lady- 
ſhip with this letter. Mr. Temple's 

propoſals are accepted; I believe it 
| will not be long before Charlotte 
N gives him her hand. Was there 
| everſuch a fly girl? ? She has looked 
over my ſhoulder, and read the laſt 
ſentence ; but permits me to ſend it, : 
with this addition, that whether ; 
married, or ſingle, your Ladyſhip 
is entitled to a large ſhare of her 
heart, As for mine, I ſhall not 

think of diſpoſing of the leaſt part 

of it, till I am certain it will meet 
with no rougher uſage than you 
| have ſhewn it. All my friends have 
= helped to ſpoil it for ſuch trials— 
- Two things I will aver ; the fiſt,” 


E3 dhat 
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that it is a faithful one, the next, 


that it is at the command of my 
dear Lady Lucy, as long as it beats 
in the breaſt of her affectionate, | 
- grateful, and obliged 7 


Jour Hair on, 


| P. 8. We all wait with i impatience 
for Mrs. Worthley': s manuſcript, 
and a further account of Lady 


Frances, 
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Same Feet in the Life of Mrs. 


Wor THLEY, related by berſelf 
70 Lacy FRANCES $—, 5 


OUR Lady ip will not blans 
me, if in ſpeaking of thoſe 
en whoſe. memories are dear 
to me, I give them their juſt tribute 
of praiſe —My father, to the ad-. 
f vantages of high birth, had joined | 
| great learning; his affability made 
him caſy of acceſs, while the inno- 
cence. of his manners, enforced by 
thoſe nervous arguments with which - 
he ſometimes uſed to attack the vi- 
ces, not the perſons of men, gain- 


ed him univerſal eſteem. My. mo- 


ther was the woman 1 that ſuch. a 


man could like; good and amiable. 
SBhe died whilſt I was in a ſtate of 
infancy; z after which my father, 
though in poſſeſſion of affluence, 
contented himſelf with retirement, 
where, free from care, his days paſ- . 
ſed on ſerenely peaceful. My edu- 
cation J received under his eye; his 
chief pleaſure and ſtudy being to 
aſſiſt in it.— He had many favourite 
obſervations, which he would often 
repeat to me; but this was one he 
took the moſt pains to inculcate in⸗ 
to my mind; that it Was in the 
power of every man to leſſen or en- 
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creaſe his own miſery ; j for if of a 


contented diſpoſition, though ſur- 
rounded by misfortunes, he would 
receive them as eaſy leſſons in the 
ſchool of virtue,—But that the de- 


hires 


2 e e 1 RI 
HS I Eee ˙¹1ꝛ ee AR rn 4 3 * 
4 Ds in ads, Ws Sor I WS I. * * e 1 * * — * 
q 2 * R e 2 9 n N * N . ... òGvUlß Ü ˙ e ð ain on bh, 2 a 
: _ * „ / dt ade, eu C e 
+ P * r ccc a 4 
SIR nn Sr IS 1 7 . Yes {7 +: . 2 * 
, : Rat LESS CD 8 e . un 
: a . EAA, Tf FIT 


#257 
* 
1 
&®, 
6 
= 
* 
1 
* 
Hz 
8 
8 
3 
4 
$ 
3 
2 


and Lady Caroline S—. 81 


ſires of the reſtleſs uneaſy mind 
know no bounds, and when his 
imaginary troubles aſſume the form 
of real ones, he yields himſelf a 
ſlave ta the uſurpers, and conſents to 
his own torment, — Tis the for- 
mer part of this obſervation, that 


has borne me up, amidſt trou- 


1 bles that long ſtruggled to over- 


whelm and ſink me. — Going to 5 


| town with a Lady of diſtinction, dif= 
= tantly related to us, and viſiting at 
3 Lord E— s, I there met Colonel 
Worthley. He liking me, made 
L advantageous propoſals to my ; 
ther; who, knowing I was not 
averſe to them, and that his family 
and fortune were both ſuperior to 
mine, readily conſented. After our 


marriage, we thought on no other 
-—H x - mnt 
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home than my father's ; from him 
T1 never would be ſeparated, but by 
that power which at laſt divided 
us, — Many years flew on; every 
one ſaw me happier than the other. 
Not a wiſh of mine but was com- 
plied with by a huſband, whoſe 
leaſt action flowed from an affecti- 
on ſcarcely to be equalled; my 8o- 
phy (which was the firſt child I | 
brought him) and the parent from 
whom he received me, being the 
only perſons who ſhared it with me. 
—How have I rejoiced to ſee the 
little prattling i innocent placed on the 


E knee of her doating grandfather, | 
her ſweet eyes expreſſing youthful | 
by: duty, lifted up to his reverend coun- 
tenance in ſtrict attention: then to 
| hear her, after running to her father 
| and 


2 
=: 
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and me, liſp over the Pierer ſne 
had caught from him. But, alas! 

this tranquility was interrupted in 

the ſixth year of her life, by the 
death of her inſtructor. Theſe lines 


of Mr. e s are * to 5 


him; — 


5 Of no iſtemper, of no blaſt he died; 
| But fell like Autumn fruit. — 


Surcly * ſpoke roplitcaty : 

when, taking the darling of his age 
into his arms, ſome hours before 
his end ; Thou, child, aid he, art 
born to be the comfort of thy mo- 

ther, and an honour to thy father $- - 
| houſe. May that God, with whom. 
thy infant ſoul is not unacquainted, 
ſtrengthen the flower that opens 

with ſo fair an aſpect, and not crop 


E 6 thy 
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[| thy tender alk, till loaded down l 
8 by its own burthen ; but, O Lord, 
8 thy will be done; looking on her 
! with agitation, whilſt with her 
i | frock ſhe wiped away the tears that 
Ss -- fell on his furrowed cheeks, —This 
Ioſs was the forerunner of a long 
train of misfortunes, which now trod 
* faſt on the heels of one another. 
® bp Sophia was my only ſurviving child, = 
] though I brought ſeveral into the 
world; who were too young when | 
-taken from me to give me any more 
pain, than what a mother muſt feel 
on ſuch an occaſion. She was ten 
years old when a war broke out with . 
pain. Soon after my huſband was 
called upon by his country, to join 
a large body of troops, and proceed 
J againſt ſome of the Spaniſh ſettle- 
9 . 5 ments, _ 
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ments. The thoughts of leaving 
me, in the fituation 1 then was, 
gave his manly heart a ſhock he vain- 
ly endeavoured to hide.—Seeing it, 
I exerted all the reſolution I was 
miſtreſs of to remove it, aſſumin ga 
countenance very different from 
what I then felt. — That I might 


ö enjoy his preſence, till compelled by 


neceſſity to quit it, I hired a ſmall _ 
lodging, and taking my child and | 
only two ſervants, went with him 
to London ; in which place he pro- 
poſed waiting till the embarkation. 
He was received with particular 
marks of favour, when introduced 
to his Majeſty, on being appointed 
| fecond in command. All was in 
too much forwardneſs for my peace; 


and the day for his departure too 
W on 
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ſoon arrived, It was then that the 
maſk was thrown off, and diſcover= 
ed the real diſorder of our ſouls: 0 
What that was, you can better ima- 
gine than I deſcribe : I can only ſay, 


my ſo much boaſted fortitude for- 


ſook me; not being able to ſtand 

ſo ſevere a trial I received a letter 
from him as ſoon as he arrived at 

5 i his place of deſtination, filled with 
the delightful hopes of a ſpeedy re- 
turn; as the fortifications were not 
capable of making a long reſiſtance 
; againſt the Engliſh arms. The next 
after it was directed in a hand I had 
never ſeen ; not gueſſing at the con- 
tents, I opened it, without the leaſt 
concern; but on readin g theſe words, 
1 am ſorry to acquaint you with 
8 « the death of the brave Colonel 


: Wan , 
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*. Worthley” , I ſunk ſenſeleſs to 


the ground. Recovering, I found 


myſelf thrown on my bed, a lady 


ſtanding by me, with a ſmelling bot- 
tle in one hand, in the other my 


daughter. The ſight of her made 


me wiſh to preſerve that life, which : 
was become leſs valuable, by being 
deprived of its richeſt comfort, The 
greatneſs of her joy ſhewed what 
her ſorrow had been. From my 
arms ſhe ran into the perſon's by 


whoſe means I had been reſtored. 


4 O, madam, (che cried, locking the 
q i child! in them, and kifling her with 
affection like my own) what a child 
E is this! never did I fee ſuch ſenſibi- 
K lity. She then begg ged 1 would tell 
her in what ſhe could aſſiſt me. 1 


diſmiſſed Sophy, with aſſorances 
1 a 1 
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go to the maid, and get herſelf dreſ- 
ſed, for 1 was unwilling to diſcloſe 
before her the cauſe of my fainting; 
A intending to break it to her by de- 
grees. I then gave the letter which 
| conveyed to me the dreadful news, 
into the ſtranger's hand, ſaying, ſhe 


reach my wound. All this while I 
knew not to whom J had the ho- 
nour of ſpeaking. It was wrote by 
an officer in the ſame regiment, 
15 with too little caution for ſuch a diſ—- 
covery. But there are ſome in the 
warld, who are ſo eager to be the 
welſengers of news, whether it be 


whom it concerns, that their fear leſt 
any other perſon ſnould be more ex- 


that 1 was quite well, bidding her 


would ſee by it, no remedy could 


welcome or unwelcome to thoſe 


peditious : 
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peditious than themſelves, leaves 
them not time to reflect on the con- 


ſequences their abrupt relations may 


be attended with; and if painful, the 
means of ſoftening the woe they 
give, is generally omitted through 
their haſte in revealing it. Indeed 
this gentleman added, that my huſ- 
band had left a character behind 
him, which any man would gladly 
give up the enjoyment of a few years 
| to attain, But what comfort would 
| this afford me, after having been 
| told, and that ſo precipitately, how 
| dearly he had made the purchaſe. 
| She uſed every method of condo- 
| lence, not by diſſuading me from 
yielding to my grief, but by kindly 
| bearing a part in it; knowing that 
H time alone could leſſen a ſorrow ſo 
| * ju ily. 
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juſtly founded. By the fineſt argu- 
ments, without ſtopping its courſe, 
ſhe calmed it. This angel, for ſuch 
” every ation proclaimed her, was 
late Dutcheſs, your Ladyſhip's | 
i grandmother, whom I looked on as 
ſent by providence to direct me by 
what means I could beſt ſupport its 
decrees. When I became no ſtran- 
ger to her quality, the knowledge of 
it could add nothing to my venera- 
tion, her virtues having engaged it 
all before I knew what was owing 
to her high ſtation. Her Grace told 
me, that as ſhe paſſed by my door, 
a. ſervant in the utmoſt confuſion ran 
into the ſtreet, begging, for God's 
_ ſake, ſome one would go to the aſ- 
ſiſtance of her miſtreſs, who was 
9 0 fallen down in a fit. Faving proper 


drops 
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drops about her to reſtore my ſenſes, 
and ordering the chair to ſtop, 

| ſhe proceeded to my chamber, where 
| the firſt object that preſented itſelf 
was my Sophy, trying to lift me 


| from the floor, her infant ſtrength 


1 being nearly exhauſted; z the houſe 
| reſounded with her cries. As ſoon 
| as ſhe aw me, continued her Grace, 
| the ran to me; Oh! madam, ud 
| the ſweet chila, you are come to 
fave my dear mamma. Are you not 

| come to fave. her? God Almighty 
b loves my mamma, becauſe ſhe is 
| good ; 1 know he will not let her 
3 The lovely creature returning 
| to you, hung about your neck, till 

| ſhe ſaw you reſtored to life; and then 

t | paid me her acknowledgements, in 

| 3 manner that as much ſurprized 


me 
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me at her early accompliſhments, as as 
I had juſt been at her ſenſibility.— 
Before I could repeat my thanks to 
her Grace, for the obligations ſhe 
had conferred on me, I was taken ex- 
treamly ill; and in a few hours de- 


| livered of a ſon. The Dutcheſs | 
having ſtaid with me the whole 


time, on her leaving me deſired my 
permiſſion to take my daughter with 
her, where ſhe remained till my re- 
covery; ; which was perfected con- 
trary to the expectations of all about 
me. Not a day paſſed but I was 

1 honoured with frequent viſits from 
her Grace; and at laſt, beginning 
to be reconciled to my deſtiny, = 
made known to her my intentions of 
leaving the town, and ſettling in 


that houſe where 1 had ſpent the 
happieſt | 
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: n part of my life. At firſt 
ſſme oppoſed them; but finding me 
| reſolved, was pleaſed to drop her 
diſapprobation, kindly offering to 
take her little favourite, as ſhe fond- 
ly called my Sophy, under her own 
care: yet this too ſhe ſuffered me to 
decline, on my urging, that in her 
preſence I hoped to recall part of 
the ſatisfaction F had loſt, in being 
for ever torn from her happy father. 
That he was ſo, all my reflections 
aſſured me. — I had been wanting 
ftom it near twelve months, when 
again ſaw my paternal habitation, 
now ſtripped of its moſt graceful or- 
naments. Every room, every walk 
ſeemed. conſcious of their fallen ho- 
Ft nours, and wore the face of mourn- 
x ug On; as I have been holding 
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in my arms the dear reſemblance 
of my huſband, drawn by nature 
in ftronger colours than Raphael 
| himſelf could have ſhewn him in, 
his ſiſter playing by me, gathering 
flowers to adorn her hair, that fell 
in ſhining ringlets on her ſhoulders, 
often have I fancied the very birds 
have changed their plaintive ſounds, 

to notes more plaintive, and warbled 1 
cout their muſical commiſeration to 
thoſe ſweet orphans. — Here, for 
ſome years, was I agreeably amuſed 
in forming the mind of my girl; but 
5 knowing myſelf incapable of ſo im- 
portant a taſk, without great aſſiſt- 
ance, I called in that of the moſt 
moral and polite authors. Having 
a genius for poetry, I ſuffered her 
3 to indulge i it, as ſhe never choſe i im- 
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I the advantages of a good one.— 


1 This motive made me reſolve to * A 
I my beloved retirement, where I had : 
| paſſed ſeven years in an uninterrupt- 
6 ed calm; determining to reviſit it, 
3 as ſoon as I had placed Charles at 
= Weſtminſter 


proper ſubjects. One of her early : 

productions, wrote at the age of fif- 

teen, I have now by me; though 

| her attempt in following this ſpecu- 

: lation, which is a viſion of the ſea- 

| ſons, did not come up to the ſpirit 
of the author, yet as they were E 
wrote by her, they are to me valu- 

able, —I had no deſire of returning 

J to London till my ſon was ſeven, 

q and my girl ſeventeen: but then 

1] thought it neceſſary to give him an 

dducation he might not be aſhamed 

of, when capable of diſtinguiſhing ; 
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Weſtminſter ſchool. When my 
plan was thus ſettled, and a day fix- 
ed for our ſetting out, I wrote the 
Dutcheſs word of my intentions, 
who had indulged me in an epiſto- 
lary correſpondence; often conde- 
ſcending to honour my Sophy in 
the ſame manner. To which in- 
ſtructive favours, I attributed ſome 
daily improvements, which the par- 
tial eye of a fond mother made me 
fancy I ſaw in her. — My ſurprize 
could be equalled by nothing but 
my gratitude, when on alighting at 
an inn, twenty miles from town, 1 
ſaw her Grace's equipage ſtanding in 
the court, and was informed by her 
ſervants, that their Lady waited | 
there, in expectation of meeting me. 


Impatient to pay thoſe acknowledg- 
1 ments 


VVV 


| and Lady Caroline S—. 97 
ments my heart was full of, I beg- 
ned her Grace might be acquainted 


with my arrival ; 


but could not re- 
ſtrain my feet from following the 
: ſervant ſo cloſe, that I found my- 
ſelf in her arms, before his meſlage 
5 could be delivered. She embraced 
my daughter with the ſame affecti- 
on; telling us we were now both 
her priſoners, and muſt go where- 


ever ſhe thought proper to convey - 


| us; giving me to underſtand the full 
- meaning of her words : which was, 
| that we ſhould refide with her du- 
ring our ſtay in town, — When 1 
told her I had already lodgings near 
the Duke's houſe, ſhe replied, ſhe 
was not a ſtranger to my unkind- 
neſe, but had taken the liberty of 
e them, and thus nceſſi- 
tated 
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tated me'to oblige her. I need not 
tell you, that ſo much condeſcen- 
ſion was not to be withſtood ; fo af- 
ter a ſhort refreſhment, we proceed- 
ed on our journey, and were receiy- 
ed by my Lord Duke with reſpe&- 
ful kindneſs. One month paſſed 
away, almoſt imperceptibly. I Was 
beginning to think of my return to 
ſolitude, her Grace having inſiſted 
on my leaving Sophy with her, at 
leaſt for that winter; vrhen one day, 
as we were ſitting in her dreſſing- 
room, ſhe having juſt left it to fetch 
ſomething from her cabinet, Lord 
Henry (who was but that moment 
come in from a viſit he had been 
making to a family diſtant from 
London) entered it. Not ſeeing 
his mother there, he made a gen- 


ter! 


. 
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ſooner. But you, my dear, taking 
* daughter's s hand, muſt firſt per- 
F 2 Is 


99 
teel apology for what he called an 
intruſion ; and would have retired, | 
but we prevented. him. I had ne- 
ver ſeen a figure ſo capable of i in- 
ſpiring the moſt tender ſentiments as 
was his at that time; though grief 
and diſappointment have ſince great- 
1y altered it; rendering at the ſame | 
time that deficiency leſs obſervable, 
by giving additional beauties to a 
mind, which I then thought inca- 
: pable of receiving any.— Her Grace 
ſoon joined us, having embraced 
her ſon, and gently chid him for 
his long abſence, ſaid, ſhe would 
now make him a very valuable pre- 
15 ſent, ſo valuable, that he would 
much regret he had not received it 
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mit me to fulfil this promiſe. She 
bluſhed, and was filent. My Lord 
reſpectfully approached them; whilſt 
I, ſtruck with her look, her manner, 
ſo noble, ſo enforcing, could only 
_ expreſs what I felt, by the ſtrict at- 
tention I obſerved. Providence has 
at laſt, continued ſhe, given me a 
daughter you a ſiſter : : I ſhall ſay 
nothing of her deſerts, only be 
grateful for this gift, as I have been; 
or as you find it merits. Tis im- 
poſſible to fay which ſhewed the 
| greateſt emotion or eagerneſs to 
thank the Dutcheſs. Indeed, I have 
_ | ſince thought, my Lord ſeemed to 
feel the full force of a real obliga- 
tion. A few days after, I received a 
letter from the country, by which! : 
5 found wy Preſence . to ex- 


pedite 
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pedite ſome affairs of moment. 
On parting with my children, and 
their kind protectreſs, an unuſual 
| melancholy ſeized me; but this 1 
imagined was owing to the difficul- 
ty I had, in tearing myſelf from the 
ſociety of perſons ſo dear to me. 
| Ten months paſſed without any in- 
cidents happening worth your atten- 
tion, except that I conſtantly receiv- 
ed excuſes from her Grace for de- 
taining my girl, and a promiſe of 
paying me a viſit with her early i in 
the ſummer. One evening, as I 
was walking in a little wood near 
my houſe, I faw a chariot and ſix 
driving ſwiftly towards it: as ſoon 
as it ſtopped, a young gentleman, 
whom I did not immediately recol- 
let, | epped from it; but what 
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was my aſtoniſhment, after ſpeak- 
ing to one of my ſervants, to ſee 
Lord Henry haſtening to meet me. 
To thoſe enquiries my gratitude ſug⸗ 


geſted, his anſwers were ſhort and 


unconnected; but when I mention- 
on my children, his embarraſſment 4 
increaſed: he endeavoured to hide 
it, giving me a letter, Which a * 
cret impulſe made me open with 
impatience; firſt aſking his excuſe 
for doing it. Theſe, madam, as 
near as 1 can recollect, were the 5 


contents.” 8 py 


« My as Mrs. « Woithley; , 
Our good and amiable daugh- 


* ter has for ſome days paſt been 
« indiſpoſed in an inflammatory diſ- 


« order on her longs ; but don't, 
; 5 (0 my 
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© my dear partner in this ineſtima- 


9 


« ble treaſure, imagine the worſt ; 


for the phyſicians 1 have. called 


* 


in, who are men of great fkill, 
te aſſure me, there is no danger. 
% Lord Henry, | knowing the ten- 


c 


derneſs I have for my charming 


CE =—_ 
PR 


3 . * MIC Worthley et of 
. your coming to 1 but not 


40 * the occaſion,” — 


- On turning t to your uncle, 1 ob. 
: ſerved he PUREE withdrew a hand- 
. + ; kerchief 


girl, has propoſed attending you 
« to town: the ſeeing you will be 
* to her the moſt effectual reſtor- 
« ative, and give fincere ſatisfaction : 
e to, madam, your affectionate and 
8 "I humble ſervant. Þ 
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kerchief from his eyes. What a 
noble tenderneſs is this, my Lord, 


that can ſo affect you for the diſ- 
treſſes of others; but tell me, my 
Lord, continued 15 has her Grace 
really let me know the worſt of my 

child's diſorder ?— Indeed, madam, 
"a replied, I flatter myſelf, there is 
no danger apprehended, the ſlight- 

eſt appearances of which would, I 
muſt own, greatly alarm me. 0 

Mrs. Worthley ! you know not the | 
intereſt I have i in the life of that ex- 

cellent creature. Can vou pardon | 

me, madam, for hiding the paſſion 

ia which I glory ſo long from you? 

_  —My ſurprize prevented me from 

inmterrupting him, and he went on. 
Call it not want of confidence, but 
2 diffidence whether I might ever 

have 


me e hopes. I might one day my them 


F 
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have it in my power to make her 
mine. Even to herſelf I did not 
diſcloſe my ſentiments, till I had 
prevailed on my mother to give them 
her ſanction, with a promiſe of en- 
| deavouring to add to it that of my 
father's, who has the higheſt eſteem 
for Miſs Worthley, and never de- 
nies any thing to the felicity of his 
children. Confounded by a decla- 
ration ſo unexpected, 1 ſcarce knew 
what anſwer to return. When I 
would have thanked: him for the 
| honour he intended us, he prevent= 
| ed me, by ſaying, Mention not that, 
madam ; the honour is mine; who 
never ſaw thoſe charms generally 
imagined to conſiſt in titles and 
n ſplendor, till Miſs Worthley gave 
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to her virtues. — He further added, 
that the reaſon her Grace had given 
Sophy for requeſting my preſence at 
this time, was, that ſhe might com- 
municate to me hisLordſhip'schoice, 
and have my approbation of it con- 
_ firmed. — How much the manner 
of conferring enhances an obligati- | 
on, to a mind not ungenerous! Mine 

| was oppreſſed ; but with ſenſations 
the moſt agreeable, We fat out 
vo early the next morning, and found 
ſeveral relays of horſes properly diſ- 
poſed on the road, by which means 
we came to town the day follow- 
ing. The Dutcheſs met us at our 

_ alighting from the chariot, expreſſed 

her fatisfaRtion at ſeeing me, and 


- - SO. 
—— — ͤ—jä6—ä4 


aid ſhe hoped her dear girl was 


ſomething better ſince ſhe wrote to 


me. 
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me. His Lordſhip ſhewed vaſt plea- f 
ſure at this account, eagerly enquir- 
ing if he might not be allowed to 
attend her. Her Grace replied, that 
waiting my arrival at a window front- 
ing the ſtreet, ſne was juſt dropped 
aſleep in her chair. I begged to 
be permitted to go to her, on which : 
his Lordſhip left us; but as he went 
out at one door, the that moment 
came in at the other. 
ſeen her ſo long, the alteration in 
her perſon was more viſible to me; 
and ſtruck me with a ſorrow I had | 
great difficulty to prevent from ap- 
pearing. A paleneſs, like that of 
death, overſpread her cheeks, once 
animated with the bluſh of health; 
her eyes ſeemed ſtarting, and full of 
languor; and her voice was ſo loſt, 
* 1 as 
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as to be ſcarcely diſtinguiſhable. She. 
aſked me, after her joy was a little 
ſubſided, if I did not perceive the 
cold ſhe had taken, by walking too 
late at Vauxhall; but I ought not 
to complain, ſhe ſaid, becauſe it was 
my own obſtinacy that occaſioned 
1 1 hoped the change of air, I 
replied, would ſoon get the better of 
her indiſpoſition: that ! ſhould re- 
queſt her Grace to part with her for 
ſome weeks, finding J could not 
ſupport a longer ſeparation. Ves, 
Mrs. Worthley, returned the Dut- 
cheſs, we will divide her time be- 
tween us; for now ſhall I claim an 
4 equal ſhare in the affections of my 
daughter : : but let me conduct you 
to my cloſet; Thave an affair of im- 
N portance to communicate to you.— | 
| bee, 
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See, my ſon is coming towards us; 
we'll leave him to entertain Miſs 
Worthley.— This once more called 
the blood into its native throne, 
which tinged her whole face. — On 
our retiring, her Grace convinced 
me, in the moſt endearing manner, 
that ſhe approved Lord Henry's in- 
| Cclinations; but ſaid, ſhe had not yet 
mentioned it to the Duke; but ſhe 
had very little doubt of bis compli- 
ance, and propoſed ſoon to begin —_ 
her embaſſy. — The phyſicians ad- Þ|1 
viſed the country air, as moſt likely 
to reſtore my daughter's health, 3 
which made me haſten my depart- 
ure, though afraid her reluctance 
in quitting the Dutcheſs would be 
attended with painful conſequences. 
After a few days, accompanied 
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by Lord Henry, we took our leave; 


but his Lordſhip was ſo impatient to 


join his to her Grace's intereſt, that 
having conducted us down, his ſtay 
was ſhort; but he fixed an early 
day for renewing his vifit, and for 


bringing with him the ſanction of 


the Duke, who, he was aſſured, ; 


would not withhold it from him.— 


The time elapſed, her indiſpoſition 
: increaſing and while I waited in 
anxious expectation of an event, on 
1 which not only his happineſs, but 
| perhaps the life of my child depended, Y 


inſtead of himſelf, arrived one of his 


Lordſhip's ſervants. There was ſome- 
| thing in his look, that ſtruck me 


with terror ; - Which was heightened, 


when, upon my aſking for the 


Duke's family, the poor fellow gave 


me 
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me no anſwer to my queſtion ; but 
holding out a letter, turned afide 
his head, wiped his eyes, and ſob- 
bing aloud, went from me. — A 
ſhivering coldneſs ruſhed thro my 
veins ; ten. thouſand ideas crowded 
at once upon me;z but theſe lines 
— Oy” "Oy": of 2p: 


a « 1 all 1 _ my 7 good, my 


1 


kind Mrs. Worthley, the dread- 


«of 


friend—my indulgent mother 3 is 


Q no more! an apoplectic fit has 
carried her off. Miſs Worthley's 
health is already in ſo precarious 
9 a- ſtate, that the muſt. not yet 

3 2 « know 


« ful, dreadful loſs I have ſuſtained, 
that ſhe, that my dear Sophy has 
ſuſtained th Oh madam! my 
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4 know this addition to my misfor- 
tunes. Should ſhe too be ſnatch- 

< ed from .me !—Prevent it Hea- 
ven! Indeed I cannot bear the 
© thought.—Tell me ſhe is better 
* —tell me ſhe will ſoon recover; 
„then ſhall a gleam of 3 

again reviſit the diſtracted ſoul of 

c « your and her moſt affectionate, 


and moſt unhappy, < 155 


3 Henry 3 
= Before 1 nad quite read it re, 5 


Sophy came into the room. 1 would 
"have; conveyed | it from her ſight 


0 but it was too late, my grief hay- 
| ing brought me ta ſuch a ſtate of : 
Fi inſenſibility, that the took it from 
[| . * band without m being able to 
1 5 prevent 


and Lay Caroline S—, 11 3 


prevent it. I was peel to ſee 


with what compoſure ſhe received 
the fatal tidings : : forgetting her own 
concern, ſhe endeavoured to leſſen 
mine, by the moſt filial endear- | 
ments: but this affected eaſe her 


ſtrength could not long ſupport. 1 


was awakened from my ſtupor by. 

an univerſal trembling which ſud- 

| denly ſeized her. With difficulty I 

| ſuſtained her, till the ſervants came 

co my affiſtance, Violent faintings 

= ſucceeded each other with little inter- 

& miflion, Judge the diſtracted ſtate 
in which I was involved; yet in her 

intervals was I obliged to appear be- 


fore her with even a ſhew of chear- 


fulneſs.— Seeing the phyſicians more 
uneaſy at her late ſymptoms, than 
1 had e ever till then obſerved chem, Dy 
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I inſiſted on knowing their real ſen- 
timents ; for, ſaid I, if Jam threat- 
ened with a blow, which to me 
will be worſe than death, I conjure 
you tell me, that I may prepare 
to meet it with a reſignation due to 
the divine Power who deals it— 
Aſter ſome heſitation, they told me 

it was their opinion my daughter's 

diſorder proceeded from a ſudden 


decay of her lungs, which might 


poſſibly bafffe all their ſkill and dili- 
gence; but ſtill added, that there 
Was a probability ſome of the medi - 
eines they had already given, and 
would farther preſcribe, might yet 

| ſucceed, —Heaven lent me reſoluti- 

on that moment, or no earthly con- 
ſolation could have ſupported me. 


Pardon me, madam, bardon a 
fond 
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fond mother, who (though with 
1 pain) loves to recount the precious 
minutes, as they flew, whilſt ſhe 

| was bleſſed with the fight of her be- 

| loved child. When her Grace was 
q interred, Lord Henry ſent word he 
intended being with us in a fe days. 

| Contrary to my own belief, I flat- 

| tered myſelf his preſence might give 

© her ſpirits, if not health. S6 gree- 
dily do we graſp at the leaſt ſhadow 

ol hope, where a diſaſter is foreſeen, 
that will certainly deſtroy our peace; 
= little ſuſpecting that we only climb 
a4 ſteep ptecipice, to make our falt 
the greater, = His Lordſhip's inter- 
view with her was affecting beyond 
imagination; he approached her 
with an aſſumed air of calmneſs; 
took ur hand, his own "wy 
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ſo that he could ſcarcely hold it; 
while paſſion ſtruggling for vent, 
choaked the paſſage of his words, 
and he could only expreſs himſelf - 
In broken accents. Not being able 
to bear the conflicts of his ſoul in 
her preſence, he left the room with 
precipitation. Go to him, my dear 
mother, go to him and comfort him, 
ſaid ſhe; his ſeeing me has, 1 fear, 
raiſed 1 in his memory what can ne- 
ver be eraſed from mine. — Happy, 
f that ſhe did not attribute any part of 
his concern to the alteration in her 
own he alth : 1 told her, I did not 
expect he would ſo ſoon get the bet- 
ter of it, conſidering the tender duty 
he always bore her Grace. We muſt 
both, my love, endeavour to con- 


ſole bim; and your being chearful 
7” e 


and Lady Caroline $— 


effect it.— Having ſaid this, I went 


to ſeek his Lordſhip, and found, bß 
| the redneſs of his eyes, that his 
| heart was juſt relieved by a friendly 
| ſhower; and he liſtened with ſome 
degree of patience to the reaſons I 

| urged for a reſignation to our fates, 
1 if they deſtined us to be unhappy.— 

1 A fortnight after reduced her to ſuch 
aa ſtate of weakneſs, that it would 

| not permit her to leave her room; 

| yet had ſhe never mentioned to us, 
that ſhe thought herſelf ; in the leaſt 
I danger. One morning, when ſhe 
was remarkably chearful, Lord 
b Henry, delighted at ſeeing a ſymp- 
tom, which he thought favourable, ö 
was propoſing a journey to the 
Hot Wells at Briſtol, when ſhe could 


bear 
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bear the fatigue of travelling. Your 

| Lordſhip is very obliging, faid ſhe, 

| interrupting him; but don't you 
really know, looking at us with a 
| Piercing ſerenity, that I am preparing 
myſelf for a journey of much higher 
conſequence } ? We both gueſſed at 
her meaning, and ſorrow kept us - 


lent ; whilſt ſhe thus proceeded, 1 


was never ſuperſtitious, yet own my 


reſolution was laſt night ſtaggered 
by a dream, which I look on as or- 
dained by Heaven, to warn me of 
my approaching diſſolution.— Soon 
after I was retired to reſt, a tranquil 
ſleep took poſſeſſion of my ſenſes; 
-when methought my dear, my ever 


N honoured ſecond. mother ſtood be- 


fore me. The ſplendor in which 
ſhe appeared, dazzled my ſight, and 
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1] endeavoured to hide my face; but 
advancing towards me, ſhe took my 
hand, calling me by the tender 
name of daughter. Encouraged by 
the ſound of a voice ſo dear to me, 
1 lifted up my eyes. — The ſame 
bright benignant ſmile, that always 
ſhone upon her countenance, was 
heightened, not diminiſhed, Her 
robe was tranſparently white, and 
the crown, that encircled. her head, 
= reflected ſo great a brilliancy, that 
= like the ſun it enlightened every 
1 ching around it. In one hand ſhe 
= held a golden harp, in the other a 
3 | mirror, Upon the harp ſhe made 
fte moſt enchanting muſic ; ſinging 
the praiſes of her God in ſtrains ſo 
= melodious, that I could no longer 
A reſtrain the extacy of my ſoul, but 


joined 
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Joined with her in chanting the ſame 
Praiſes to the great Creator ; and 
was ſurprized to hear my own voice 


equally harmonious. All that fear 
.and reverence, which had at firſt 
ſeized me, at fight of the ſhining 
viſion, was now fixed on the omni- 
potent Power worſhipped in my 
| ſong, of Holy, Holy, Holy: theſe 
Words I diſtinctly remember, The 
muſic ceaſing, ſhe held the mirror i 
to my face, bidding me look on it. 
1 obeyed ; ; but was 1o transformed, 
as to have no idea of myſelf, till the 
angelic form aſſured me, I ſaw no 
other. The reflection was more 
beautiful, than fancy can paint. | 
Whilſt I ſtood i in admiration, a robe 
was thrown over me, and a crown 


of ahr ee on * head, like 
that 
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that of my once earthly, but now 


heavenly guide; who told me I 


ſhould ſoon be in reality, what at 
preſent J only ſaw in a tranſitory ap- 
pearance. My joy and emotion were 
ſo great at theſe aſſurances, that 1 
offered to ſeize one of her hands: he, - 
knowing my intention, held it out 
to me, The clay-coldneſs_ of & —- 
awoke me; when I found I had 
taken hold of the wood-work of 
my bed, — Here the dear creature 
ended.— Lord Henry's affliction was 
too big for utterance. — Watching 
ber looks, Iſaw them alter; I ſaw 
dis Lordſhip endeavouring to ſup- 
port her i in his arms, which rouzed 
me from a fixed thoughtleſs ſtupor 
to a more expreſſive ſorrow.—I 1 in- | 
ſiſted on his leaving the room, as 
Vor. I. won 


ſoon as we perceived the leaſt ſign of 
her return to life, leſt the ſeeing 


might throw her back to the ſame 
degree of inſenſibility, from which 
ſhe was but juſt returning, —Three 
days were paſt in a dreadful uncer- 
tainty; expecting each would ter- 
miỹnate in the great event that threat- 
e ned us. Seeing i it now irretrievable, 
and being both in her room at the 
fatal moment, Lord Henry on his 
Knees by her bedſide, ſhe took a 
hand from each, and firſt preſſed 
Oe, then the other, to her dying 
lips, pronouncing theſe words, which 
were all ſhe had ſpoke diſtinQly 
| ſince her ſeizure, — Will you, my 

1 much loved Lord, the only one who 
has ever ſhared in your Sophy' s af- 
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him, in the agonies he then was, 


fections, ; 


and Lady Caroline S- 
fections, for my ſake, for her own 
= fake, cheriſh the beſt of women, 
E and of mothers? I am called upon 

at this moment to join yours, from 
whom I have received tenderneſs 


II ; 123 


F truly maternal, — Let this comfort 


you, my Lord, and you my dear- 
eſt mother, (throwing her arms 


| about my neck) that I am aſſured 


by her I ſhall be bleſſed —bleſſed 
i 1 beyond even what you yourſelves 
could wiſh or imagine. She then 
recommended, in the ſtrongeſt | 
terms, her brother to his care; de- 

firing he would be his protector and 
inſtructor through the difficult paths 

of youth, which he knew how to 
tread with ſuch noble exactneſs. 
My Lord, with a fervency near to 
1 devotion, aſſured her he would only 

N „ live 
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live to obey every command of hers; 


for, ſaid he, bathing her hand with 


his tears, is not your mother, my 
deareſt life, already mine? ſhall not 
then your brother be my brother? 


While they live will I admit of no 


other conſolation, than in ſtriving io 
promote their happineſs.— At this a 
Fg grateful ſmile took poſſeſſion of her | 
- countenance, indicating. an inward 
4 peace, receiving the only addition i 


could receive, and in leſs than an 


hour ſhe expired, without nature's 
offering the leaſt ſtruggle to detain 
her ſoul from the hands of its Ma- 


ker. — I find myſelf incapable of 


| dwelling longer on this ſubject; be- 
ſides, was I to attempt it, it would 


be impoſſible for me to deſcribe my 


; fituation : e me then, fl pals 
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it over in ſilence. The Duke ſur- 
vived his Dutcheſs but a twelve- 
month, and no reconciliation taking 
place between your father and him, 
at his death every thing that was 
bot entailed with the Dukedom de- 
| volved by will on Lord Henry, 
The fortune, noble and unincum- 
= bered, was worthy ſo generous a poſ- 
ſeſſor. His Lordſhip going abroad 
= foon after for the recovery of his 
x health, which ſuch a ſeries of pain- 
ful events had much impaired, did 
= not return till your Ladyſhip was 
l five years old; in his abſence often 
= favouring me with affectionate marks 
= of his remembrance, Every letter 
repeated the name of my daughter, 
whom he ſtill lamented. Her laſt- 
ing inzunctions (ſaid his Lordſhip, 


E * | in | 
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in one J received when he had been 


from England more than three years) 
are always preſent with me; in pub- 


lic they are my conſtant compani- 
ons, and ſhare my moſt ſocial hours; 
in private they are the friends who 
lead me on to higher contemplati- 
ons, where 1 am loſt in purſuing tie 
image of her who gave them birth, 
E reſided in London the time his 
: Lordſhip was abroad, that I might 
have the ſatisfaction of being near 
my ſon, who, I was informed, had 
made a ſurprizing proficiency | in bis! 

- ſtudies. | K 


I now began to logk on pl as 


on one who had hoarded vaſt trea- 
ſures in different parcels, all equally 
valuable and dear to him. With 
| ſecret delight his eyes were con- 


tant) 


__ £4 
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ſlantly contemplating their worth; 
declaring, were he to loſe any one of 
them, it would make him miſerable. 
At length a cruel enemy ſtole into 


his houſe, armed ſo as not to be re- ü 


ſiſled, and took from him firſt one 
treaſure, then another, till he had 
deſpoiled him of the whole, except 
one little caſket, which the relent- 

= leſs robber had not yet ſeized. This 
' unforeſeen accident made him com- 
4 = pleatly wretched ; he refuſed com- 
fort, giving his ſoul up to a def pond- 
1 ing grief. Not once reflecting on 
the little caſket, he was ſinking for 
want of ſupport, when it offered it- 
ſelf to his memory, Surprized that 

he had fo long neglected it, he flew _ 
= to the place where it was depoſited, 
and found it contained immenſe 


6G 4 „ miches, 
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riches, which, though not all the 
| ſums he was once poſſeſſed of, were 
ſufficient to make him ſuſtain their 
loſs with more Tefignation, — Like 
him too I lifted up my heart in 
5 grateful acknowledgments to the di- 
vine Diſpoſer of Mercy, for not 
ſaffering the deſpoiler, Death, to 
take from me the whole of thoſe 


treaſures with which bis bounty had 


| enriched we. 
1 felt the moſt exquiſite plaaare 
on your uncle's return to England, 
to find his health perfectly reſtored, 
and to ſee him enjoy, in ſome mea- 
ſure, his uſual chearfulneſs, thou 
Olten interrupted by moments of ſe- 
| vere melancholy. — His Lordſhip 
ſcon after his arrival conducted you 
| to Chelſea ſchool, and has often de- 
- clared 
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clared to me, that he felt a pater. 


nal fondneſs for you which he was 
afraid you did not receive ſufficient 
: proofs of from your natural parents. 


My fiſter's perſon, would he ſay, 


is lovely; ſhe has a great ſhare of 
good ſenſe ; but this, like the morn- 
ing ſun when obſcured by a cloud, 
is for the preſent overcaſt by her 
foibles. — Indeed, my dear Lady 
Frances, a time muſt come when 

= the love of admiration will ceaſe ; 
for that is the thorn which prevents 
thoſe ſeeds of tenderneſs, which na- 
ture always ſows-in a parent's bo- 
ſom, from appearing, When they 
are removed, her warm ſenſe, aided 


byrreſlection, will ripen thoſe ſeeds 
into flowers. — On my reſolving to 


leave London, Led un conſent- 
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ed to honour once more with his 
preſence my ſmall retreat in the 
country. And it being near the 
time when young gentlemen are 

. permitted to follow their diverſions | 
with their friends for ſix weeks, we 
took my ſon with us, who was then 
fifteen. Notwithſtanding the dif- 
ference in their ages, Lord Henry 
made him the partner of his diver- ; 
ſions, as well as ſtudies, petitioning 
me to enlarge the time limited for 
his return to ſchool to three months. 
To this I readily aſſented, knowing 
the great delight his Lordſhip had 
in inſtructing him, and the example 
he would have before him to form 
bis mind to every manly virtue. 


As we were one day talking on in- 


5 different e 1. happened to 


mention 
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mention a young gentleman of diſ- 


tinQion, who, 1 heard, had juſt 


bought into the regiment once my 


huſband's. My fon replied, he knew 


him perfectly well, that he was al- 


ways extreamly kind to him, and 
had left Weſtminſter ſchool but a 
few months, ; I obſerved, whilſt he 
was ſpeaking, his eyes ſparkling 
with uncommon pleaſure, ſtrongly 
enforced his approbation of the ſtep 
Mr. Monkton had taken. This 
account was by the next poſt con- 
1 in a letter Charles received 
from him. The purport of it was, 
That he had choſen the only. way of 
life capable of making him happy, 
and politely deſiring a correſpon- | 
dence might be kept up between 
them, When I had read it, he 
5 Fe 6 ſeemed 
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ſeemed going to ſpeak with earneſt= 
neſs, but heſitated as if wanting re- 
| ſolution to proceed. The reaſon of 
it was explained to me a few days 
after, when, as 1 was walking in 
the garden, Lord Henry joining me, 
ſaid he had a boon to aſ that he al- 
moſt deſpaired of my granting, and 
owning he thought it an unreaſon- 
able one. I begged his Lordſhip en 
- would not entertain ſo mean an opi- 
nion of me, as to imagine I was 
capable of refuſing any thing he 


5 ſhould condeſcend to aſk, where he 


knew he might command,—Then, 
| madam, I will preſume on your 


| goodneſs, aid he: having for this 
| week paſt obſerved my dear Charles 


to be thoughtful, I reſolved, if poſ- | 
ö fible, to learn from himſelf the re- 
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fon of fo ſudden a change, in which 


I have juſt ſucceeded, It was with | 


fome difficulty he acknowledged 

| himſelf perplexed between his duty 

to you, and a with he had entertain- 

ed of following Mr. Monkton's ex- 
ample, by parchaſing a commiſſion 
in the army. At the ſame time he 
declared he had rather die than dif- 5 

| oblige you, and would never mention 
tt, if he thought it would occaſion 
you a moment's pain; adding, that 
if your approbation could poſſibly 
be obtained, it would make him the 
| happieſt creature in the world, —I 
foreſaw the difficulty you muſt have 
in complying with his requeſt, and 
for that reaſon tried every argument 
5 1 ry maſter of to diſſuade him from 
it. He bppeared quite ſatisfied, but 
earneſtly 


1 own al was: greatly moved Dy 


dn me 80 propoſe i It —Could my So- 


delayed not to aſſure him, that as | 


* 
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_ earneſtlydeſfired Iwould hint itto you, | 
ſaying, that if he then found you 
averſe to his deſigns, he would imme- = 
diately drop them, determined to 

_ conſult nothing in his future con- 
duct but your ſatisfaction, which 
ſhould be always dearer to him than 


: ſuch expreſſions of filial duty. from 
ſo young a mind, which prevailed | 


phy look down from the manſions = 
of the bleſſed, how might ſhe glory 
in ſuch, a brother !—This was the 
only. time I. had ever heard bim 


ſpeak of her ſince her death. He 
ſeemed then ſo ſoftened by this ro» 


flection, that, to turn the bent of 
his thoughts from that ſubject, Y 


” wy | 


P are a a. ets re 
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my ſon had his ſanction, and ] found | 
his future peace depended on mine, 
I would not withhold it from him. 
That his joy might be perfect, 
begged his Lordſhip would let him : 
know I granted it chearfully; who 
was pleaſed to thank me in the gen- 
teeleſt terms. My ſon juſt then 
5 coming into the garden, Was zer 
quainted by him that he had my 5 
permiſſion to follow bis inclinations; 
for which he made a thouſand re- 
turns of affection and gratitude. - 
Every thing being ſettled to his in- il 
finite joy, it was determined, by the —_ 
advice of our beſt friend, to place 4 
him at an academy till a vacancy ” 
ſhould happen in Col. N=—'s re- 
= giment, preferred by Charles for 
two reaſons: : firſt, that it had been 1 
N FF 1h 
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ms father s, whoſe example he ſhould. 
|. ylory in imitating; next, that he 


ſhould then ſhare the toil and ho- 


| hour of his profeſſion with Mr. 
Monkton, for whom he expreſſed 


a ſteady regard not common to his 


| years, —PFeeling the infirmities of 
age creeping on, which would hin- 
der me from taking journeys of fo | 
| conſiderable a length as the houſe I | 
lived in was from the metropolis, | 
; and knowing that I ſhould there en- 
Joy more of Lord Henry's and my | 
fon's company, the former being al- 
moſt as dear to me as the latter, 1 
got over every objection to be bleſſed 
with it, even that of ſelling my pa- 
ternal eſtate, This I did with leſs 
dteeluctance, as his Lordſhip, on hav- | 
1 ing wy inclinations hinted to him, 
immediately 3 
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immediately propoſed becoming the 


5 purchaſer, telling me, that my ſon, 


when of age; ſhould, if it was his 
choice, again poſſeſs it on the ſame 
terms. It was valued at eight thou- 
ſand pounds, and the money being 
lodged in the Bank, where great 
part of my fortune was before de- 
5 poſited; 1 yielded it up to his Lord- 
ſhip, and ſoon after went to town. 
—We waited three years before” a 
_ vacancy offered for my ſon to pur- 
chaſe, when Lord Henry inſiſted on 
preſenting. the young ſoldier with 
his firſt commiſſion.— What im- 
menſe obligations ! but theſe are not 
half J owe his generoſity, which no- 
| thing but thoſe of his tenderneſs 

can equal. The regiment being in 
= few months ordered for Scotland, b 


though | 
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though 1 knew he would not be ex- 

| poſed to immediate danger, yet I - 
_ cormented myſelf with thinking 1 
ſhout? ſee him no more. The fate 

of his fatizer came every moment 

freſh to. my memory, and peace was 

a ſtranger to my boſom, till his let- 
ters made way for a train or more 
pleaſing ideas. But all my care was 
amply rewarded by the joy I felt at 
his return, after an abſence of two 
years. When raiſed to the rank of 
| Captain, and his regiment quartered 2 
at Guildford in Surry, I was: happy 
in having him often with me. — 
The morniag he came of age, Lord 

Henry's ſteward ſent in his name, 
and being inſtantly admitted, deli- 

vered to my ſon a letter, ſaying, | 
#7 _ would inform him of his buſi- 


5 neſs, 


cc 


Cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


(e 


' 
neſs. As no words can add value to 
an obligation conferred in ſo noble a 
manner, let it your Its own inimi- 
table nnr, 


1 
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40 Dear Charles, 


« 1 have ſent Reynolds 7 0 b 

writings of the eſtate I ſome years 

© fince purchaſed of Mrs. Worth- 

ley, with an intention of reſtor- 


ing it to yo when, you came 


« 0 age. He will refund all the 


74” 


rents ſince it has been i in my poſ- 
18 ſeſſion. 1 hope you will find me 


"IE 


not an unprofitable ſteward ; for 


* in this affair you muſt conſider 


I 


me in no other lisht.—1 intend 


dining with you, and congratu- 
5 | 


lating myſelf on this day's happy 


event. But one thing I ſhall in- 


| cc « fiſt 
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« fiſt on, (you know, my dear 
« Charles, I am peremptoty) which 
« is, that you don't mention a ſyl- 
© lable of what has paſt this morn- 
ing. In complying with my re- | 
1 e you will highly vers 


9 21 our eln, . 


| « Henry: 8—. = | 


Ses A faid my ſon, giving 
me the letter, ſee how greatly we 
are oppreſſed by new benefits! yet 5 
does our kind benefactor refuſe the 5 
poor tribute of thanks.— I cannot 
expreſs the gratitude our hearts were 
filled with, which, in obedience to 
his commands, we endeavoured to L 
1 reſttain.—1 believe he ſaw it in our 


5 looks; ; for taking a hand from each, 
not 
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not a word, my good Mrs. Worth- 
ley, not a ward, my dear Charles, 


of what has paſt, or I am gone 
this inſtant. Thus were we con- 
ſtrained to pour out our acknowledg- | 
a ments in ſecret, becauſe they ra- 
ther diſtreſſed than gratified the wor- 
thieſt of hearts. The regiment, af- 
1 having remained in England two 
years, was then ordered to Ire- 
land, where it hath now been al- 
mioſt ſix. Along, long abſence I 


. have found it. 


Now, madam, 1 have ally this 
to add, that upon your Ladyſhip's 

return from ſchool, your uncle per- 

ceiving you did not enjoy the liberty 
you deſerved, formed a deſign, 
which he has at laſt executed, by 


making you miſtreſs of Audley- 


_ Caſtle, 


142 The Hiftories of Lady Frances 
' Caſtle, — When he firſt mentioned 
it to me, he ſaid, he had but one 
difficulty, if the Duke and Dutcheſs 
conſented, which was the want of a 

companion of your own ſex. I 
_ thought an offer from me to attend 

vour Ladyſhip would not be diſ. 
W__ He was pleaſed to accept 

it; and by his Lordſhip's deſire I 
. Pee, ran ſome days before you. 
He faid he intended to ſurprize his 
niece ; for that your Ladyſhip ſhould | 
not know, till your arrival, you was 

to have any other companion than Y 


himſelf. — oe 


B angel ended, and in my e: ear 


80 pleaſing left her voice, that I awhile, ö 


Thought her ſtill ſpeaking, ſtil ſtood 
ud to her. 


Lady 


re 
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Lady Lucy War ron 70 Miſs 
HAMILTON, in continuation. | 


| TWILL now ſuppoſe you to 
have read Mrs. Worthley's nar- 
rative, and ſufficiently admired the 
characters you find in . — Does | 
not Mrs. Wentworth, do not Har- 
riet and Charlotte, wiſh to know the 
originals of ſuch amiable pictures * 
Im ſure you'll all envy me; yes, my 
th dear, you'll abſolutely envy me, 
when I tell you I am acquainted | 
with them, and have been honour- 
ed with their preſence i in this houſe. 
But huſh! let me proceed with 
regularity to ſatisfy the impatience 


my heart tells me you ſuffer.— Re- 


mender it is Lady Frances engages 
your 
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your attention, Let it be fixed, as 
mine was when ſhe continued to ad. 5 
| dreſs me in this manner. 
| You now, madam, ſee me at my 
uncle's, happy in his affection, hap- ” 
py in the affection of Mrs. Worth I 
ley, deſtitute of no ſatisfaction either I 
could procure for me.—Sometimes 
I fhould regret the unkindneſs of my 
' father, and a ſigh would eſcape me 
on recollecting my mother's deter- 
mined neglect; for I had not re- | 
ceived a line from either fince my 
arrival at Audley-Caſtle. I was ne- 
ver permitted to indulge thoſe pain- | 
ful reflections, when obſerved by my 
uncle, who immediately thought on 
| new ſchemes of pleaſure to conquer 
them. Suſſex being a county where 
numbers of genteel families are ſet- 
OO 


4 
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| tled, we were never at 2 loſs for 


agreeable company of both ſexes to 
form thoſe parties his Lordſhip was 


continually propoſing, and in which 


he always made one. Mrs. Worth- 
ley would ſometimes favour us with 
1 her company, though ſhe oftner de- 5 
| clined it, ſaying, ſhe had loſt great 
part of her former reliſh for ſuch 
| diverſions; yet was ſhea moſt chear- 7 
| ful companion, and had an art pe- 
| culiar to herſelf of communicating 
the ſame eaſe and freedom to all 


about her When the weather was 


fine, we generally attended Lord 
Henry in his evening excurſions. 
During which, if Mrs, Worthley 
happened to be fatigued, we have 
| fat down on the root of ſome old 
tree, there waiting till his Lordſhip : 
. bad 
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146 The Hiſtories of Lady Frances 
had finiſhed his walk : and never 
did I think the minutes ſo agreeably 
filled up as with her charming con- 
verſation. The expanded views, 
the lovely objects around us, open- 


PPP 


* 
7 3 


ing a fine field for ſuch reflection 


as always came from this favourite 
of Providence, which has given her 

a ſoul capable of reliſhing its moſt 
refined delights. Nor are any of 
| its loweſt works unnoticed or unad- 
mired by her. Being one evening 
prevented from ſharing in this plea- | 
ſing amuſement by her having a 
cold, and his Lordſhip being gone 
out, I propoſed piquet. We had 
ſcarce played two deals, when he 

. returned As you, madam, are an 
invalid, faid he, here 1s cordial 
which 1 am ordered to adminiſter, : 


giving 
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giving her a letter. Looking on the 


ſuperſcription, the cards dropped 
from her hand, — Certainly, my 
Lord, ſhe replied, whilſt breaking 
the ſeal, Providence has made you 
the bearer of its moſt welcome bleſ- 
ſings to me; for hitherto from your 
hand have I chiefly received them, ; 
But your Lordſhip can tell me, {hall 
1 find my dear Charles well. — He 
writes me he is perfectly ſo, return- 
ed my uncle; and if this gives you [2 
ſo much pleaſure, you will very 
ſoon experience ſtill greater. Whilſt 
he ſpoke, ſhe was reading it to her- 
ſelf. How was every feature inform- 
ed by her heart to ſpeak thoſe ſenſa- 
tions by which it was affected, —Af- 
ter ſhe had read a few lines ſhe could 
a proceed no further; 1 but claſping 
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her uplifted hands together in exta- 
tatic rapture, Thank God ! thank 

God! ſhe cried, I ſhall once more 


ſee my dear, dear child ; large drops 3 


of; joy ſtreaming from her full ge. 
Then, preſenting it to his Lordſhip, ; 
ſhe begged he would favour ther 
with the contents. "The ſtile it 
was wrote in forced attention; ſo 
1 Y grateful, ſo tender, ſo elegant, that : 
in every ſentence was diſcovered the i 
affectionate ſon, the warm friend, 
the polite and ſenſible companion. 
Its purport was, that he had ſucceed- 
dd to the majority in Col. N=—'s 
regiment, hoped to viſit Englandin 
a few months, and ſhould then take 
the earlieſt opportunity « of paying his 
thanks and duty where they were 
moſt demanded, and of congratu- 


lating 
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lating his mother on her preſent 


happy ſituation. — This letter made 


our little ſociety enjoy more perfect 
felicity, nor do I believe mine was 
the leaſt, I tenderly loved Mrs. 
| Worthley, which made me partake 
of her joy, as the time approached | 
for expecting her ſon's return.— - 


Another ſix months elapſed, and 


no letter from my father or mother, 


nor ſo much as the lighteſt enqui- 
ries after my health. —When the 


1 of my birth drew near, 
my uncle declared he would cele- 
brate it with an entertainment the 
moſt magnificent t that could be pro- 
cured. Invitations were ſent to all 
the neighbouring families, and no- 


thing omitted that could make it | 
compleatly elegant. The houſe Was 
H 3, Dolls filled | 
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filled with a moſt noble appearance, 


every one ſtriving to outvie each 


other in dreſs and ſplendor. A con- 
cebrt by the beſt hands was juſt con- 
cluded, when a ſervant whiſpered = 
his Lordſhip, who immediately left 
the room. Soon after a meſſage be- 
- ing delivered to Mrs. Worthley, ſhe 
did the fame. — I was wondering | 
5 what i it could mean, when the door : 
7 opened, and ſhe returned, followed 2 
by my uncle leading a young gen- | 
tleman, — Had I examined her 
| looks, this myſtery would have been 
inſtantly explained; but I own my 
eyes were fixed on the ſtranger.— - 
Indeed the eyes of all preſent ſeemed 
directed to the ſame object. An un- 
ſpeakable grace both in his perſon and 
movement diſcloſed at once all the 


advantages | 


and Lady Caroline S- 
advantages of education, and a mind 
to which the principles of honour 
were familiar, enlivened by the moſt 
ſtriking air of natural vivacity,— 
Such appeared Mr, Worthley when 
my uncle introduced him. His 
Lordſhip having preſented him to me, 
and to the reſt of the company, he 
=. returned our compliments i in a man- 
ner engagingly amiable, My uncle 
1 calling on me ſoon after to open the 
ball, ſaid to Mr. Worthley, now, 
Charles, give us an opportunity of 
| judging whether Ireland has improv- 
ed the genteel air you carried with 
you from England; and immediate- 

ly led him towards me. Whilſt we 
were dancing, every eye was buſy 
in obſerving, every tongue in extol- 
ling him for pertections too viſible 
to be overlooked. I fancied myſelf 


Hs * 
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_ envy of my own ſex for having en- 
groſſed ſo agreeable a partner, and 
was ſorry, when he would have en- 


gaged me for the remaining part of 
the evening, that J had before ac- 


cepted the hand of Lord R—, : 
When the company, were with- 
drawn, I was preſent at a ſcene in 
which affection, duty, and friend- f 
ſhip, were the principal actors.— — 
Mrs. Worthley s joy was no longer 1 
reſtrained by the preſence of ſtran- 
gers, or the fear of intruding it on 
them. Lord Henry held him in 
his arms with the tenderneſs of 2 
father, whilſt he ſeemed divided, 
to which he ſhould firſt make thoſe 
returns, of which every word and 
every action confeſſed his heart to 


be full, —His Hy proteſted „ 
55 would ” 


__ 
_ 
_— 
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would be ſelfiſh in us to know ſo 
much ſatisfaction without making 
it general to as many as choſe to 
partake of it, and Audley-Caſtle 
was for ſome weeks the ſeat of 
feſtivity, where all perſons, of what 
rank ſoever, found an equal wel- 
come, with diverſions ſuited to their 
capacities. Among the ladies who 
favoured us was Lady Mary Framp- 
bon, agreeable in her perſon, finely 
TE accompliſhed, always lively, eaſy, . 
and pleafing without deſign. She 
was Mr. Worthley's partner the firſt 
_ evening of his arrival, and at ſeve- 

ral ſucceeding balls, when it became 
an obſervation of many preſent, that 
| by a ſimilitude of manners they 
| ſeemed formed for each other —He 

- bad been with us near a month; 1 
3 H 5 5 _ enjoyed 
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enjoyed his converſation (which his 3 
modeſt yet great ſprightlineſs ren- 
dered ſo deſirable) without reſtraint, 
thought on his good qualities with 
pleaſure, and often examined my 
heart why that pleaſure was fo ex- he 
quiſite; but was always made eaſy 
by its aſſuring me it proceeded only 
5 from a knowledge of them, and 
that I might encourage it without 
fear of its paſſing the boundaries of 
5 friendſhip, —My uncle one day aſk- 
ed him, as we were talking on this 
ſubject, if i it was poſſible for a young 
gentleman of his taſte, Who had 
ſeen the beauties of three nations, 
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not to have ſelected one worthy of 
his affection? I was anxious for an 
anſwer, could hardly forbear re- 
bil. 7 xeating my uncle} 8 queſtion; and ex- 
1 3 amining. 
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amining his countenance, thought 
I there ſaw it given in the affirma- 
tive.—l felt my face glow, when, 
with an air of diffidence, he replied 
Numbers, my Lord, of amiable 


women have I ſeen equally Searing. 


admiration ; but ſhe that particular- 
ly engages mine, is one, whoſe fa- 
vour 1 have no hopes or „ 
to poſſeſs.—1 imagined he ſaw my 
confuſion ; for he haſtily withdrew 
his eye . me, | unperceived iy 
any but myſelf. On applying to my 


| oracle for the reaſon of its uneaſy | 


flutterings, I found they were o w- 
ing to my curioſity to know who the 
lady was that he ſo plainly pointed 
at, and being convinced all was ſafe, 
- ſummoned reſolution enough to 
alk him, to which of the three na- 
C tions 


47. 
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tions he owed his happineſs? —Can 


your Ladyſhip ſuppoſe, returned he, 
that having the honour of knowing 
the moſt exalted minds as well as 
lovely perſons i in my own, I can, off 
ter that, give the preference to ano- 
ther? — At this inſtant Lady Mary 
ſtood before me, perhaps more beau- 
tiful than even her lover's imagina- 
tion could have painted her, and I 
yielded the prize of a heart I thought - 
truly valuable, to her charms, —If I- 
ſighed at that moment, it was be- 
cauſe I wiſhed their happineſs laſt- 
ing, while mine muſt be for ever 
| precarious. —As he always ſpent the 
1 morning with us either in the library 
or walking, I was the more ſurprized i 
at not ſeeing him-ene day till the 
dinner- bell bad rung, —Lord Henry, 
| the 
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the moment he came into the room, 
= began to rally him: he pleaded that 
he had been buſily engaged in writ- 
ing, and had not obſerved how the 
hours flew that robbed him of the 
| honour he uſed to have in attend- 
ing us, till alarmed by the general 

ſummons. — As this is the caſe, 
Charles, faid his Lordſhip, I judge 
you have been writing on very in- 
tereſting affairs. — Again I was un- 
eaſy, again perplexed but it was for 
Mr. Worthley, whom I ſaw fo much 
confounded, that ſcarcely could he _ 
command an anſwer. If it is to a 
| friend of his own ſex, thought J, 
why did he bluſh—why did he he- 
fitate?—if to a woman, why does he 
not own his regard, and make her 
: hey? ? has he any obſtacles to ſur- 
i mount? | 
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mount! ? will not Mrs, Worthley re- - 
joice to embrace the daughter of his 
choice? Perhaps I was miſtaken; 
perhaps ſome lady abroad engages 
His affections, and to her he has been 
making a thouſand vows of fdelity. 
Poor Lady Mary ! I now ſee you 
Was only a pretence to hide his real 
inclinations, — With theſe and ſuch 
reflections was my mind filled tne 
whole time of dinner. We had not 
ſat long after it, when a ſervant 
brought me a Canary bird he had 
juſt caught. I 'was carrying it back 
to an apartment from whence i it had 
flown that morning, when in paſſing 
Mr. Worthley's drefling-room, my | 
5 priſoner eſcaped, and took ſhelter in 


. * His cloſet door being on a-jar, 


7 it flew i in thither. I heard i Its wings 
flutter 


and Lady Caroline S- 


tion, having left the gentlemen pro- 


poſing to play at cheſs, 1 followed 
it, when a letter lying open on the 
| table attracted all my notice, The 
= chair (till. remaining, the ſtandiſh 
not removed, convinced me it muſt 
be that which he had been writing 
in the morning, and had occaſioned | 
| him ſo much confufion, me ſo ma- 
ny fruitleſs ſuggeſtions. | What in 
this ſituation could I do? honour : 
bid me decline looking at it; curi- 
cdſity, that now ſeemed to have fil- 
led my heart in her place, preſſed 
for my reading it, repreſenting, that 
of what nature ſoever the contents 
5 * be, they ſhould remain a ſe- 


cret 


159 
flatter againſt the window,- and 
thinking myſelf now ſure of catch- 
ing it, and quite free from interrup- 
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160 The Hiſtories of Lady Frances 
cret in my own boſom. — I took it 
in my hand, then laid it on the ta- 
ble in the ſame poſition I had found 
it, — Again I drew it towards me, 
and again determined not to read i Mt 
My own name, that by accident I 
ſawon it, ſurprized me; and hurried 
on by an impulſe ſtronger than my 
reſolves, they grew weaker, and at 
lt incapable of reſiſtance.— No 
Lady Mary Frampton, no lady a. 
broad was the ſubject of it, it was | 
1 whom he loved, it was for me 
he expreſſed what I imagined he felt 
for another,—A preference ſo deli- 
cate, ſo ardent, as none but a man 
of the moſt refined ſentiments could 
have penned.—It was addreſſed to 
the ſame Mr. Monkton mentioned 
ſo particularly by Mrs. Worthley, 
whoſe 
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whoſe advice he called for, but in- 
ſiſted on its not being given contra- 
ry to his determi nations, which 
were fixed never to divulge. the ſe- p 
cret to any other than himſelf— 
Adviſe me, my friend, faid he, ad- 
viſe me to fly from a precipice where 
my honour is in danger of being 
cruſhed by a fall it never can reco- 
ver.— At a diſtance I may think on 
| her without being criminal ; for is 
L Mt. not highly ſo, to indulge myſelf 
iin a paſſion for the daughter of a 
prince, whom 1 muſt not hope to n 
poſſeſs.— For ſuppoſing, even ſup- 
poſing ſhe would condeſcend to 
liſten to it, you know the obli- 
gations I owe Lord Henry. Ought 
I to return them by endeavouring 


to ſeduce the affections of his niece, 
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whom more than his own life he 
loves? forbid it gratitude ! forbid it 
all the laws of hoſpitality! Three 

times had I read it over, without 
once conſidering where I then was, 
or the accident that brought me 
thither. Still holding it in my hand, | 

my eyes and ſenſes were ſo atten- 

tively fixed, that I heard not the 
foot- ſtep of Mr. Worthley, Who 


then entered the cloſet. Ready 4 


ſink, and pale with ſhame, I ſtart- 
cd at his preſence. My trembling 
| hand dropped the letter, and with- 
out knowing my own deſign, I made 

directly to the door, — Stop, ma- 
dam, ſaid he, 1 beſeech you ſtop. 

. you are acquainted with my 
crime, be witneſs alſo of my repent- 

| ance. T heard MENS; diſtindly ; 5 
"MY- 
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my head was ſeized with a ſudden | 

| dizzineſs, and I fancied he was up- 

| braiding me with my guilty curioſi- 
ty, till I again heard him repeat the 
ſame words, and found he ob- = 
ſtructed my paſſage on his knees. 

I could make none but broken inco- 
herent apologies. What would I not 
| have given for one tolerable excuſe ! 
11 really believe the firſt fatal inſtance 
of curioſity was never attended by a 
more ſincere repentance.— I reflect- 
ed on the innocent bird, I reflected 
on the ſervant who brought it me, 
| but moſt of all on my own weak- 
| neſs, which could not withſtand the = 
| force of an unlucky temptation.— 
He, ſeeing my confuſion, endea- 
voured to leſſen it by the moſt re- 
ſpectful . ae 1 ought, 
nt 
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not to blame myſelf, but to let the 
whole fall on him; firſt, for his : 
preſumption i in ovine me, next, for 
his unhappy negligence, which hav- 
; ing juſt recollected, he was return- 
ing to rectify.ä— 1 likened to him till 
my fault, which before appeared in 
the moſt gigantic frightful form, was 
_ almoſt loſt in the genteel excuſes he 
made for it; and J proteſt I had half 
forgiven myſelf, when he thus con- 
tinued to addreſs me,—Since chance 
has diſcovered to your Ladyſhip a 
_ paſſion which nothing butchanceever 
| ſhould have diſcovered, I can for this 
_ reaſon ſolicit your pardon with great- 
er hopes of obtaining it; and I here 
_ promiſe, as the moſt painful and on- 
_ ly puniſhment adequate to my of- 
fence, that 1 will keep ſteady to my 
5 reſolutions 5 
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and Lady Caroline S- 


reſolutions of never more preſum- 
ing to repeat it. Say, madam, my 
preſumption is forgiven, then ſhall 
you from this time ſee, that 1 will 
ſtudy to deſerve ſuch admirable gene- 
roſity. —1 proteſt I know not how- 
do account for my being ſo very ſil- 
y; ; but ſo it was, that the words 
I themſelves, or the air with which 
1 they were pronounced, or both to- 
AF gether, had ſuch an effect on me, 
| that I could only reply, If you wiſh 7 
| it, Sir, leave me—leave me inſtantly. | 
| —This J aid, that he might. not be 
| witneſs of a ſecond weakneſs, finding | 
I could not refrain from giving very 
eminent proofs of it; which, for 
| the world, I would not have diſco- 
vered before him. I believe he ſaw 
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my conſternation; and that he might 
not increaſe it, politely thanking me, 
he immediately left the cloſet. I 
knew not what it was beſt to do; 
to go ſo ſoon after him would be 

8 wrong. to ſtay longer i in his apart- 
ment equally wrong. —I ſaw my li- 
tle bird careleſly pecking on the 
window, regardleſs of the dilemma 

it had been the cauſe of, and with 

a fluttering heart once more getting 
1735 poſſeſſion of it, retired to my own 
- chamber,— | 


Haring attended her | Ladyſkip 
t to the door of it, I ſhall leave you 
to enjoy with her a train of re- 
fleQions, which ſhe has owned to 


me 2 her a ſecret ones, that 


made 
of 2 4 19 24 | 
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that made full amends for her late 
| embarraſſment. — 
: Adieu, my amiable Jolie, 
fn EW" Oe 8 


Her fncere 
Lucy WALTON, | 


--4 


Lady 
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Lady 1er Wal TON 70 Ui 
Ham IL TO N, in continuation. 


L 7 THAT ; peremptory en C 
are theſe brothers! how do 

you think mine has ſerved me? 
Why, I'll tell you,—! Soon as we had 

breakfaſted, Sir William Hamilton 
being of our party, I lily gave t them 
the ſlip, intending to continue my 
favourite employ ; 7 and had juſt pla- 1 
ced myſelf at the table, folded my 

paper, and conſidered on what! 
was to write, when I felt my pen 
ſnatched from my fingers, as if by 
an inviſible hand. On riſing from 

"mv chair I could ſee no one near 
me; ill my brother, n * 


loud, 
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| loud, ſtepped from behind it. Go- 
ing to chide him for interrupting 
me, he diſarmed my anger by ſay- 
ing, a meſſenger from Aſhley was 
below, and would deliver his let- 
ters into no other hand than mine. 
— You may imagine I haſtened 
down: he followed me. When I 
came into the room where I had left 
Sir William, my father, and him, 
my father was gone out; ſo only 
| Sir William remained. I rung the 
bell for your ſervant to be admitted, 
| when neither of them could rein- in 
* their mirth, and owned that it was = 
all a trick of my plotting brother's - 
to get me down, in hopes I would 
give them my company to the Park; 
At the ſame time his Lordthip 
2: brought me my hat and cloak; and 


Vor. I. I telling 


he wants to ſee him. I did notaſk 
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telling me my chair was at the 
door, I complied. 80 you now ſee 
1 am not always at my own dif: 2 
poſal.— 
Another invitation from Lotd 3 
Edgmoore, which my brother tells 
me he is determined to accept, and 
ſays, it is on important buſineſs that 


of what nature, not half liking his | 


great intimacy with this young no- 


bleman. — Sir William's perſuaſions 


by which you ſo kindly introduced 


will perhaps have more weight than 
mine in this affair; for thoſe letters, 


1 my br other to him ; when in Italy, 
have formed a friendſhip between 
them, which promiſes to be as ſin- 

cere and laſting as our own. I dare 


f ſay he will not refuſe his intereſt o on 
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this occaſion; for not only myſelf, | 
but my father is uneaſy that my bro- 
ther gives up ſo much of his time 
to this new (and, if the world' 8 
cenſures do not wrong him, unwor- 
thy) acquaintance. So lately too 
at Heartley-Abbey, only returning 
from it the day Lady Frances left 

me. Don't chide, my dear.— Me- 
thought I heard you aſk why I de- 
| tained you ſo long from her Lady- 

ſhip. I have done, and N con- 
N tinues her narrative. 


Tow thin TOR Mr. Worthley 1 
avoided every opportunity of being 
alone with me, I began to think | 
his regard was, by my own fooliſh 

conduct, changed into indifference, 


hl not diſlike ; et, when I recol- 
CE Tin, I'i3 5 lefted | 
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lected his words, as he left the clo- 
ſet, and compared, them with an 
| inclination to pleaſe, which appear- 
e all his actions, 1 could not 
help telling myſelf, that, inſlead of 

proceeding from that cauſe, his ge- 
netroſity and timidity occaſioned it. 
4s we were one afternoon going to 
viſit at Sir James Medbury's, my 
uncle, as uſual, gave Mrs. Worthle7 
bis hand to the coach, Mr. Worth-⸗ 
ley at the fame time leading me; : 
when, as ſhe was ſtepping into it, 
her foot ſlipped. Growing pale and | 


faint, we. all thought her ancle had 


been diſlocated. Mr. Worthley bid 
one of the ſervants diſmount, and 
getting on his horſe, flew like light- 
ning to the next town for a ſurgeon. | 
My uncle could not prevent him, 


ET ny Þ* a cg) au r 8 
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nis duty ſeemed to have added 
ſwiftneſs to his horſes ſeet, and in = 
moment we loſt fight of him. — A 


chair Was ordered, to carry Mrs. 


Worthley to her apartment : but 


while we were helping her into it, 


che ſervants who ſurrounded to take 
her up, gave a great ſhriek; which 
became general, on ſeeing che horſe 
Mr. Worthley had mounted coming 
towards us on a full gallop, the ſad- 
dle and bridle looſe, toſſing his head 
and neighing frightfully. — Lord 


Henry and the ſervants were inſtant- 


ly diſperſed, ſome on foot, others 


on horſeback. I with the reſt was 
running forward as faſt as my legs 


would carry me; my wild confuſi- 
| on having taken from me all man- : 
ner of reflection: : till looking back, 

e 4 ” * 
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I ſaw the perſon who juſt before 
had employed my whole tenderneſs 
ſitting alone, wringing her hands, 
her wan countenance expreſſing the 0 
diſtraction of her tortured ſoul.— 
Then upbraiding myſelf, I returned 

with greater ſwiftneſs than I had de- 
ſerted her, threw my arms about 
her neck, but had no comfort W-J 
beſtow. We waited in ſilence near 
ten minutes, in which time I went 
as often to the turning of the road, 
with hopes of bringing her news | 
leſs dreadful than her apprehenſions, 
| but as often returned diſappointed, 
When my uncle came within fight, | 
his looks ſpoke, before his voice 

5 could reach us, and from them we 

. learned the accident had not been 
fatal. He told us Mr. an 

3 5 me 


OI fs I DOA CE TAE A PEI AAA EE ee we 
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had received a blow, which for 
ſome moments deprived him of 
ſenſe, but now was much recover- 
” ed, and! in our hearing ordered the 
coach to meet him, telling Mrs. 


5 Worthley he had propoſed coming 
back to the caſtle on horſeback, 


lately forbidden. Whether ſhe be- 
lie ved this account I know not; but 
the pain of her ancle being much 
abated, with mine and his Lord- 
| ſhip's aſſiſtance ſhe went to her 
toom, her ſpirits greatly oppreſſed. 

5 —Fearful that he had been too fa- 
: vourable i in ſpeaking of Mr, Worth- 
| ley's danger, I ventured to tell him 
my conjectures, and then found I 


blow was a contuſion. on his head, 
e from 4 


| which my uncle faid he had abſo- 5 


had not been wrong in them. The 1 
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from which the ſurgeon, on exa- 
mining it, ſaw no ill conſequences, 
| unleſs attended with a fever. Mrs. 
Worthley ſoon knew the worſt, and 

and full of thankfulneſs that his life 
was preſerved, could never be 77 

vailed on to leave his bedſide. 1 
fever, the effects of which were 
| ſo dreaded, came on the day af- 
RR. his fall, while increaſing fymp- 
| toms threatened it to be more vio- 
lent. I every hour ſent to enquire 
| for him; would ſometimes ſteal to 
| thedoor, and there liſten till fear of 
bdeiing diſcovered drove me from it. 
— His diforder coming to a criſis, I 
was doubly unhappy. My reflecti- 
ons, embittered with the thoughts 
how it might end, and thoſe reflec- | 
tions, embittered as they were, al- 
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moſt my only companions; my un- 
cle giving up more of his time to 
Mr. Worthley as the phyſician ſeem- 
| ed to apprehend more for his life. 
Whenever his Lordſhip was preſent, 
I tried at an air of unconcern, Like 
a poor wretch labouring under 
ſome dreadful diſeaſe, and frighten- 
ed at a remedy that appears to him 
deſperate, he groans in ſecret, keep- 
| ing his pain ſo long to himſelf, that 
what at firſt medicine might have 
reached; becomes incurable through 8 
dis own neglect in not revealing it. 
My pretended moments of eaſe al- 
Ways vaniſhed with him, and my 
| former terrors returned freſh point- 
eld to my boſom. — One day rum 
_ nating on the uncertainty of all hu- 
man happineſs, expericnced by that 
 Gublime 
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ſublime philoſopher Seneca, whoſe 
b fine ſyſtem of morality lay open 
before me, I was reclining my head 
on my hand, and had my eyes fix- 
ed on the book, when my uncle 
5 entered Poor Charles! ſaid he, ]-- 
© fear there is no hopes of his reco- 
1 very. Thoſe alarming words at once 
diveſted me of my diſguiſe ; my tears 
began to flow, and without regard- | 
ing his preſence, 9 9 exclaimed, | 
What then ſhall we all dol- 
« how will my dear Mrs. Worth- 4 
v ley be able to ſupport it. — 
How, Fanny! what ſhall we all 
« do!” putting on a ſtern look, 
different from that compaſſionate 
one which the inſtant before over- 
ſpread his countenance — * What 
9 ſhall we all do! ! — you aſtoniſh 


me, 
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me, child! — I am ſorry for Mr. 
Worthley ; but as we are neither of 
us related to him by the ties of 
blood, for what reaſon ſhould his 
death ſo much affect you? — His 
manner more than his words ſur- 
prized me: I looked ſteadfaſtly at 
bim, as if ! ſuſpected them to come 
5 from an impoſtor; but on ſeeing 
they were delivered from lips which 
till then had never uttered a ſenti- 
ment friendſhip itſelf might not have 
pronounced, I redoubled my grief, wn. 
if I meant to atone for his firſt offence 5 
= againſt it.— An alteration as ſudden 
as the former now happened: ſitting 
down, and placing me by him, his 
eye beaming out its uſual ſerenity, 
Come, tell me, my dear, putting ; 


his arm about me, if I have not in- 
ES curred 
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curred your anger? It is in vain to 


deny what that half-averted face and 


_ thoſe tears have already diſcovered : | 

nor am I diſpleaſed at the diſlike you 
| ſhew to ſuch marks of unſteadineſs 

as I juſt now betrayed. —Yet be aſ- 
- ſured I had my reaſons for it, and 


would not that my dear Worthley 
ſhould die, if every thing I am poſ- 


5 ſeſſed of could add one year to his 
life, which I hope is at preſent in 


no danger. This was a ſound ſo fo- 5 


reign from what I expected, that 1 


imagined my uncle had ſeen thro 


the ſecret of my heart, and taken . 
this method to ſurprize me into a 


confeſſion of 1 it: nor was I deceived 


in my ſurmiſes, as the ſequel of our 


| converſation will evince. A deliri- | 
Ss: um, purſued my uncle, natural = 


Mr. . 
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Mir. Worthley's caſe, ſeized him, 
whilſt I was fitting by him. At 

| firſt he only talked with wild inco- 

| herency, not dwelling a moment 

on one ſubject.— At length, ſtarting 

up in his bed, he addreſſed himſelf 

to you, as if he had ſeen you ſtand- 

ing before him, called on you to for- 

give him, talked of obligations to 
me, a cloſet, letter, and Canary bird. 

But ſtill he returned, as if his 

thoughts had never wandered from — 
you. This gave me a ſuſpicion I 

had not before entertained, that he 

loves you, and that his prudence 
prevents him from declaring it, — _ 

If then J have been guilty of a lit- : 

le artifice, it was to diſcover your 

ſentiments. Can you, do you judge 
me unworthy your confidence ? If 
— 88 
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not, think you are ſpeaking to your 
own heart, and tell it, whether all 


that emotion I have been a witneſs 
- proceeded from your regard for 


Mrs. Worthley, or if a tenderer 
feeling than friendſhip did not part- 


ly occaſion it. — On my knees I 
would now have explained the whole 


affair, and ſought his pardon for 


cConccaling it; but raiſing me from 
that poſture, and taking me in his 


arms, What means this humility? 
why do you bluſh? why do you | 
_ tremble? My deareſt child, if it 
gives you pain, I will not preſs you 
_ farther. — Begging he would ſuffer 
me to proceed, and again being ſeat- 
ed by him, I began with the good 
opinion I formed of Mr, Worthley 
from the firſt moment I law him; 


| proceeding | 
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* proceeding to my ame e when 
I fancied he preferred another wo- 
man my guilty curioſity, repeating, 
as near as I could remember, the 
| purport of his letter—my being ſur- 

prized whilſt I held it in my hand; 
his difintereſted and reſpectful beha- 
viour ; 3 his words as he left the clo- 
ſet ; and, laſtly, the aſſiduity with 
which he had ever fince avoided be- 
ing alone with me. —His Lordſhip 
| liſtened attentively, not once inter- 
rupting me. Frequently Iſent my eye 
towards him, but could perceive no 
alteration | in his looks, which were 
fixed, as if thinking on ſomething | 
very important. Soon as I had end- 
ed, he roſe from his chair, and with- 


out replying, went directly to the | 


door. As he lef me, I heard him 
oy —_ 
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; ſay, What a hard part have I now 
to act! direct me heaven ! — Ima- 


gining he was diſpleaſed, and that 
] was no longer dear to him, the 
ſuppoſition | almoſt diſtracted me. 
But is not my uncle (fill arguing 5 
with myſelf) a juſt and good man; 
and can a juſt and good man Joon 
any but the deſerving ? ? ſure then he 
will not caſt me from him, becauſe | 
Þ admire in another thoſe virtues 
: which E reverence in him : virtues 
he has often pointed out to me; 
virtues which I know to be partly 
the production of his own example. 
Here my reaſonings were agreeably 
put an end to by his returning to me, 
and addrefling me with looks more 
tender, with words more affection- 
ate than ever. 1 have conſidered, 3 
my 
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my dear, ' ſaid he, on what with 


ſuch pleaſing frankneſs you juſt now 
diſcloſed to me, as well as on what 


I have learned from Mr. Worthley. 
—Now, Fanny, you ſhall have the 
advice of a man, who, though he 


has made a ſingle life his choice, 


and is advanced in years, is not al- 


together unexperienced in theſe mat- 
ters. You are no ſtranger to my ten- 
derneſs both for Mrs, Worthley and 
her N. In the daughter of the, 
one, in the ſiſter of the other, were 
| blended all perfections which mind 
or perſon ever boaſted. For her 
fake I firſt loved them; ſince which 
by their merit they have conſtantly 
added ſomething to that love, til! 
it is arrived at a height tranſcending 
friendſhip, equalling what I felt for 


my 
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my own mother when living, and 


what 1 ſhould have for a ſon, had 


Jever been a parent. When 1 firſt 
ſaw Miſs Worthley, the had not 
paſſed the bloom of eighteen ; and 


before I gave my heart to her, tho 


a demand ſhe juſtly claimed from | 
all who beheld her, I debated with 


myſelf on the conſequences with 


which it might be attended, were ! 
to encourage the growing fondneſs 
with which Jever beheld her, from 
the firſt moment ſhe was introduced 
LO to me by my mother, in whoſe af- 
fections I ſoon perceived ſhe had 
rivalled me. At firſt I confined it 
to my own breaſt ; but finding my 
paſſion ſtronger than my reſolution, 
I diſcovered it to my mother, 


; knowing Miſs n s exalted 
notions | 
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notions would not permit her to re- 
ceive my addrefles contrary to her 
Grace's approbation. She, to whom 
my felicity was dearer than any 0- 
ther conſideration, not only conſent- 
ed, but became my advocate. Put 
5 yourſelf i in my place at the time I 0 
| have deſcribed ; for in this light you 
ſtand, Mr, Worthley i in that of his 
| ſiſter; and I will go fo far as to 
a. he i is as nearly allied to her by | 
virtue as by blood. This then is the 
diſtinction.— Vou are an only child; 
my father had many children ; " 
therefore had I made an alliance 
with a perſon inferior to myſelf in 
point of birth, though in more eſ- 

lential ones every way my ſuperior, 
bis diſappointment could not have 
been ſo ſevere. Norwitbſtanding 5 
| Mr. 
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Mr. Worthley is well deſcended, yet 
the want of a title (which in my opi- 
nion is not neceſſary to happineſs) 
will I fear be thought an inſurmount- 
able obſtacle by thoſe, whoſe judg- 
ment muſt be deciſive. In the next 
place, the cuſtoms of England are 
not ſo much in your favour, as they 
were in mine: being permitted by 
them to make the perſon 1 ſhould 
marry a ſharer not only in my for- 
tune, but title. Now if a woman | 
gives her hand to a man whoſe ſta- : 
tion is below her own, ſhe is not al- 
| lowed this advantage. Beſides, it is 
a ſtep that the world's cenſures are 


ſure to follow: all will call it an 


| imprudent one; but very few do you 
that juſtice your choice demands. 


Some for want of taſte to diſtinguiſh 
merit. 
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merit, others from a motive com- 


mon to every degree of people. 


I have often wiſhed, continued he, 


(ſeeing how much I was affected) 
to have been the happy father of 
| ſuch a daughter; but at this mo- 


ment I more than ever wiſh Ts 


Then would I ſhew the world, 1 
choſe for the depoſitor of my dear- 5 
eſt treaſure a good rather than a great | 
man. My intereſt and advice, as 
your ſecond parent, ſhall be yours 
on every occaſion. — Feel for me, 


_ madam, what I then felt, or you 
muſt remain a ſtranger to my joy, 


5 as it ſurpaſſed all expreſſion. — The : 
_ converſation ended here, nor did he 
ſpeak to me again on the ſame ſub- 


ject for near a fortnight, which a 


end deal {urprized n me. At als 1 : 
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am thinking, faid he, one morning 
in a ſerious manner, of paying 2 


charitable viſit: will you, Fanny, 


promiſe to be my companion ?—As 
it was no uncommon thing for him 
to make numbers of them, and 


that to the pooreſt cottages, I re- 


plied in the ſame ſtrain, I ſhould | 
_ gladly attend his Lordſhip, in hopes 
to ſteal his art of diſpenſing peace 
and plenty; that if with diligence 
or obſervation I could attain it, ' 
would then, by my readineſs, try to 
_ compenſate for my little {kill in that 
branch, the moſt noble, moſt mate- 
rial buſineſs of our lives. — After 
| ſome other talk, he appointed to 
meet me in my dreſſing-room at 
five in the afternoon, again remind - 
ing me of the hour when we met 
”— 
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at dinner. — Though he came ſome- 
thing before the time, 1 was ready 
to attend him, and he led me to- 
ward the ſtairs : I had my foot on 
one ſtep, when, drawing me back, 
Stop—ſtop, Fanny! he cried, that 
| js not the way; and in a moment 1 
found myſelf at the door of Mr. 
Worthley's apartment. Laughing 
at my perplexity (for now I began 
to ſee where his charitable viſit was 
deſigned, which not a little abaſhed 
WE Don't be apprehenſive, my 
good girl, ſaid he; this! is the firſt 
day that Charles hath fat up; can 
you think he wants no cordial to 
give him ſpirits, after his long con- 
finement ? I have prepared him for 
ſeeing you ; and be ſatisfied, when F 
1 declare, upon my honour, he 
knows 
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knows nothing of what has paſſed 
during his illneſs. Some one com- 
ing from the room prevented my re- 
plying. On my entering it, I dd 
Not obſerve his looks; but am con- 
ll vinced my own were fooliſh enough, | 
Mrs; Worthley kiſſing my hand, 
thanked me, as ſhe led. me to 1 
chair, while he returned thoſe con- 
gratulations I auk wardly made him 
on bis recovery, with a genteel fre- 
dom, wherein pleaſure was equally 
= viſible, - We paſſed two hours inthe 
moſt chearful converſation ; for tho 
much weakened and emaciated, he 
bad loſt none of his pleaſing vivaci- | 
ty. Not for many weeks had I ex- 
perienced ſuch real ſatisfaction, and 
down I thought Mrs. Worthley a lit 
ue umreaſonable when ſhe propoſe 
2, ow, Ein 
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a walk in the grove. Though the 
time ſpent ſo agreeably was much 
bo ſhort, and I ſaw Mr. Worthley 
1 looked alſo diſappointed, yet, on my 
© uncle's ſeconding her propoſal, ſay- 
ing he would be his companion til! 
our return, we left the room. No 5 
ſooner were we alone, than Mrs. 
Worthley's thanks were poured out in 
the warmeſt terms, my unele having 
made her acquainted that morning 
Vith every circumſtance I had related 
to him. After which the told me it 
Vas by his Lordſhip's deſire that ſhe = 
had propoſed walking, he having 
| given her a hint when he would 
have us withdraw. I cannot re- 
member the partieulars of what 
paſſed in this converſation, only that 
by her endearing careſſes ſhe drew 
Vor. I. „ ĩ §Üĩö 
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from me, almoſt imperceptibly, 1 


confeſſion that I looked on her ſon's 
prepoſſeſſion for me as the happieſt 
event of my life. The moment my 
: inclinations were confirmed; ſhe 
threw afide the mother, and every 
other intereſted character, and aſ- 
ſuming that of a friend and direct- 
reſs, her unprejudiced arguments, de. 
livered with gentle energy, baniſhed = 
every dawn of hope from my bo- 
ſom, and I promiſed to be governed 
by them. 1 entreated her to endea- 
vour, by the fame methods, to con- 


quer his partiality, which nothing : 


but inſurmountable obſtacles to an 
union with him, could make me 
wiſh to leflen. — Here, embracing | 
me,, the lifted up her eyes to hea- 
ven, ſeeming to implore its aſſiſt- 


ance; 
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ance; then gave additional reaſons 
that had received new force and 
beauty from the heart in which they 
had been lodged, to ſtrengthen thoſe 
before advanced, and ſupport me in 
my reſolutions. When ſhe was 
gone from me 1 found myſelf 
ſtrangely agitated. What, thought 

I, have I done | —was there any ne- 

ceſſity for my petitioning Mrs. 

Worthley to draw from me the af- 5 

5 ſections of a man 1 love the only ; 

one 1 ever have or ever can love! 

IT May ſne not be too ſucceſsful for 

my peace !—or, if I muſt loſe him, 

why could I not myſelf (if he had 
ever more mentioned it) have repre- 
| ſented the ill conſequences that might | 
ariſe from an indulgence of his. paſ- : 
fon ; "_ what 1 8 kus : 
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would have felt, by letting him fee 
1 took a part in his concern. Then 
again I longed to know what had 
made my uncle defire to be left 
alone with him; but not being able 

to divine this, I reſolved to wait con- 
tentedly till it ſhould be his pleaſure 
to inform me. As nothing is ſo dif- 
1 | ficult to hide as a real regard, I per- 
ll os ceived: with pleafure, on Mr. Wort- 
Y Hley's recovery, that his was not a- 
bated. We had now mere of his 
company than before his health was 
Impaired, not having thrown off the 
laſſitude contracted from his long 
confinement. The weather one day 
being very ſultry, I ſtrolled into the 
g moſt ſhady part of the wood, and 
chere met him at the cloſe of a walk 
16 e to that 1 was in. Good 
5 5 manners 
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manners compelled him to join me; 
and our converſation did not laſt 
long on indifferent ſubjects. This was 
the firſt time we had ſeen each other, 
without a third perſon being preſent, 
ſince the cloſet-affair, Some apolo- 
gies were neceſſary on both ſides ; 
| and from thence he found an eaſy 

_ tranſition to the nature of his fault. 
Whether he ſaw I did not look on 
it as an unpardonable one, and 
| ſhould forgive a repetition of it, or 
that he thought this too favourable 
an opportunity to let flip, I know 
not, but certain it is, notwithſtand- 


ing all his former promiſes, he re- 
newed his declaration ſo ſucceſsful- 


y, that my ſatisfaction was too plain 

7 bor concealment. Nor indeed could 
1 with 1 any diſguiſe to leſſen the = 
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198 The Hiftortes of Lady Frances 
pleaſure he diſcovered. from. being 
a witneſs of it. My uncle's fond - 


neſs for him encouraged me to 
make theſe returns; for had he been 
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himſelf the greateſt title to my du- 
ty,1 would have ſtrove to forget he 
had ever been dear to me. — He 
ſaid, that on my retiring with Mrs, 
Worthley, my uncle diſcloſed to him 
his being maſter of our ſecret ; and 
; inſtead of upbraiding, had promiſed 
him he would be the mediator with 1 


ſince which he had experienced the 
ſevereſt conflicts within himſelf; 
for though his Lordſhip had dealt | 
ſo generouſly, he knew it muſt in- 


| thing of that nature. | This conſi- 


diſagreeable to one who had given 


my father to receive him as a ſon; 


volve him in difficulties to attempt a 


8 dexation 
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with mingled hope, fear, and expect- 
ation. — He then left me to peruſe i it, 


bidding me, be. candid in approving 
or diſapproving the contents. Would 
it not have been doing injuſtice to 


the whole tenor of his other actions, 


this immenſe inſtance of his genero- 
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deration, together with his mother 6 
ſtrenuous perſuaſions, had at laſt 
determined him to deſerve our 
friendſhip, by cheriſhing in filence 7 
a a paſſion he could never conquer, 
till this accidental meeting at once 

. deſtroyed all his reſolutions, — As 

we were leſs ſtudious to avoid each 
other than before, my uncle ſoon 
obſerved what neither attempted to 
hide from him. One morning he 
gave mea letter, which being ſuper- 

| {ſcribed to my father, I received 
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20 The Hiſtories of Lady Frances 
ſity muſt have ſurprized me. Thoſe” 
praiſes which I found beſtowed on 
_ myſelf, only affected me, as they 
came from the deareſt, the moſt. 
| honoured of men. But thoſe, of 
which Mr. Worthley was the ſub- 
ject, gave me other ſenſations, I 
dwelt on every line longer than might 
have ſufficed to read the letter thro', 
and nothing but the hopes of having 
them continued, could take my at- 
tention from the firſt, He was re- 
| preſented by my uncle as the man 
he wiſhed to ſee my huſband.— His 
anceſtors, ſaid he, (ſpeaking of his 


birth, fortune, and accompliſh- 


ments) ranked with the higheſt o- 
der of nobility, yet is he himſelf a 
ſtill greater ornament to the 0 
m whence dee, though | 

bY te 
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ſome of them are mentioned by ve- 
ry celebrated hiſtorians as doing ho- 
nour to their country. — His perſon 


handſome, his character free from 


vice, his judgment ſound, tempered 
with humility; and, joined to all 
thoſe advantages, he poſſeſſes a diſ- 
poſition communicative, mild, and 


affable, It is true, he has at pre» 


| ſent no title, and his fortune is leſi 
than you may expect for your daugh» 
ter; but this, if you bleſs them with 


- your conſent, Ihave found the means 


| feſſed of ſhall be theirs: I will, im- 


| mediately on their marriage, give 


them up fix thouſand a year, with 
my houſe in Groſvenor-Street ; the 
reſt they ſhall enjoy at my death. 
This union is deſired from a double 
IKE: Y motive; ; 


202 The Hi Nories F. Loch Frances 
motive; you know I tenderly loved 


Miſs Worthley, and have ever had 


the ſame affection for her brother, 
and my niece, as if they were my 
own children, and as ſuch, by your 
Grace's permiſſion, they ſhall be 


: always regarded by me. To theſe 3 


were added numberleſs other argu- 
ments: in ſhort, none were omitted 
that could prevail on my father 8 
accept this propoſal, When I had 
read it, my uncle returned, and ſee- 
ing both confuſion and gratitude in 
my countenance, did not heighten 
the one by aſking my opinion, nor 
ſuffer me to diſclôſe the other in 
words the leaſt adequate to ſo vaſt an 
obligation. Embracing me, he ſaid, 
Well, my dear, I; think, without 
our telling me, 1 can diſcover you | 
PO” os rt emer ol 


ond Labs Garlic: — 


do not diſapprove what I bart writ- 


ten. Then, as if this charming ac- | 
tion wanted half its merit till it 


had given Mr. Worthley equal, ſa- 


tisfaQtion, he, inſtantly cri it to 


him.—— 


— 


o, my 7 Juliet! ! ſhin . to he 8 


8 eſteemed is this Lord Hency! his 


mind is all goodneſs; bountiful as 
dhe earth; enriched by nature, culti- 
vated by education; and yields from 
the vine of innate principle the moſt 
fertile branches, whole generous 
fruit becomes a public good, and is 

| taſted by all, except thoſe, whoſe 


feet being entangled i in the weeds of 
vice, are hindered from approaching 
it, —I wiſh he was not thus deter- 
: mined to live and die a bachelor. 


i —Well, - 
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Well, but now I muſt tell you 
that my brother ſet out this after- 
' noon for Heartley-Abbey. What 


very important buſineſs can he. have 


with Lord Edgmoore ? I proteſt I 
am amazingly low ; a ſad encroach- 
er is ſpleen, Yawn—yawn—yawn 
—ſore there will be no end of it. 
How do I figh to be with you at 
Aſhley! but fince in vain, I II call 
dn Miſs Carlton; perhaps take an 
airing as far as Tooting, and then 
return with freſh ſpirits, to aſſure 
my dear friends at Aſhley how much ” 
5 * 117 command their own 5 
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